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Draft laws 
on elections, 
districts in 
the works 

• fJAIAN (J.T.) - Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad 
said Monday that special com- 
mittees were drawing up a 
draft law on elections and 
another on new administrative 
<fi visions concerning different 
districts. 

Speaking during a visit by 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali to the Interior Ministry, 
where he chaired part of a 
meeting attended by provincial 
governors, Mr. Hammad said 
that social developments and 
other factors have necessitated 
redrawing of administration di- 
visions in Jordan. 

The Ci vil S tatus and Pass- 
ports Department has been en- 
trusted with redrawing voters 
lists, fixing the national code 
number against each voter’s 
name and preparing election 
cards, Mr. Hammad mirf 

Dr. Majali, who was briefed 
on the two draft laws, discus- 
sed with provincial governors a 
number of issues related to 
their districts. 

“Serving the inhabitants in 
their own region is this govern- 
ment's objective because this 
enhances the concept of decen- 
; ^tralisation,” Dr. Majali said. 

* “Decentralisation will save the 
citizen and the state a great 
deal of effort and unneeded 
expenses,” he said. 

According to the present 
administrative divisions, Jor- 
dan has- 20 el ect o ral -districts' " 
but each has varying numbers 
of seats in Parliament. 

The present Election Law, 
introduced in 1986, was 
amended m August of last year 
when the one-person, one-vote 
system was introduced by the 
government in the absence of 
Parliament. 
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King reaffirms support for Palestinians, 
voices confidence justice will prevail 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will continue to provide sup- 
port to the Palestinian people 
under occupation and is con- 
fident that right and justice 
will be realised and die 
Palestinian lands will be 
liberated. His Majesty King 
Hussein said Monday. 

The King made the com- 
ments in two separate meet- 
ings. one with a delegation 
representing the West Bank 
town of Hebron and the 
other with a group of Palesti- 
nian expellees poised to re- 
turn home after Israel gave 
them permission following 
years in exile. 

- In the meeting at the Royal 


Court, the expellees thanked 
King Hussein for the good 
care and hospitality accorded 
to them while in Jordan and 
voiced their pride in and 
appreciation to His Majesty’s 
honourable pan-Arab stands 
towards the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

King Hussein expressed 
pride m the steadfastness of 
the kinsmen in the occupied 
territories and their attach- 
ment to their land. 

“The suffering of our kins- 
men in the occupied territor- 
ies and their sacrifices will 
herald, God v.flling, a new 
dawn for the Arab Nation,’* 
the King said. 


Addressing the delegation 
’representing the citizens of 
Hebron, King Hussein said: 
“It is our duty to extend 
assistance to our brothers and 
we will continue to do so until 
the Palestinian people regain 
their rights and freedom. 

“National unity is not only 
necessary in the face of 
adversity but it is a duty for 
all of us. We can have no 
alternative but to confront 
the dangers and the chal- 
lenges together.’’ 

Referring to the Feb. 25 
’Hebron Mosque massacre. 
King Hussein said: We are 
destined to offer sacrifices for 
the sake of our homeland and 


this is an honour 10 us all. 

“The Jordanian people will 
remain loyal to their kinsmen 
in the occupied territory 
under all circumstances quite 
confident that Arab rights 
will be regained," he said. 

The King expressed his de- 
light at meeting with the de- 
legation and his pride in their 
national and courageous 
stand on their national soil 
and their steadfastness in the 
face of the challenges posed 
by (he Israeli occupation. 

’He stressed that the 
Palestinian people’s sacrifices 
were offered in defence of 

(Continued on page 5) 


His Majesty King Hussein on Monday meets with 
some of the Palestinian expellees expected to 
return home today (above) and (below) a delega- 


tion rep r ese n t in g Hebroniies firing in Jordan 
(Petra photo) 
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Israel vetoes return of 3 Arafat aides; 
other expellees return home today 
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By Mariam M. S hah In 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A last-minute 
veto by Israel prevented the 
return of three Palestinian ex- 
pellees dose to Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat from 
joining 45 other expellees who 
retain to the occupied territor- 
ies today. 

Scaled down from a list of 49 
whom Israel was allowing to 
return as part of an agreement 
with the PLO, the 43 expel- 
lees, along with up to 25 family 
members, will enter the West 
Bank and Gaza today via Jor-~ 
dap and Egypt. 

“Twenty-seven deportees 
will leave Jordan for the occu- 
pied territories on Tuesday,” 
confirmed Omar Khatib, depu- 
ty chief to the PLO's mission in 
Amman. "They will take their 
families with them. The other 
16 deportees in Egypt will en- 


ter Gaza from Egypt, also on 
Tuesday,” Mr. Khatib added. 

Two expellees allowed to 
return to the West Bank by 
Israel left to the occupied terri- 
tories on Monday on their own 
and another. Mursi Abu 
Ghweileh, is in the United 
States and will return later, 
said officials at the PLO mis- 
sion in Amman. 

“The list we received today 
did not inclnde the names of 
Akram Hanieh, Jlbrfl Rajoub 
and Mohammad Dahlan,” said 
Mr. Khatib. 

The return to the occupied 
territories of Mr. Hanieh, 
senior advisor :oMr. Arafat cn 
occupfed territories’ affairs, 
was reportedly blocked by 
Israeli negotiators in Cairo. 
“The Israelis felt that Hanieh 
was too senior, too dose to 
Chairman Arafat to go in this 
early," one PLO official in 
Amman told the Jordan 
limes. 


Mr. Rajoub and Mr. Dahlan 
are also dose to the PLO 
leadership in Tunis, where 
they were until Monday night, 
according to PLO officials in 
Amman. They were seen by 
the Israelis as "too dose to the 
leadership to return at this 
time,” one offitial said. 

’The three men are still in 
Tunis. Therefore we don’t 
expect any last-minute 
changes,” said Mr. Khatib. 

Mr. Rjoub is from Hebron, 
where dozens of Palestinians 
were gunned down by a fana- 
tic settler on Feb. 25. Mr. 

• Dahlan directs Fateh military 
operation in his native Gaza 
Strip from his exile in Tunis. 

AD three men are expected 
to exercise influence on be- 
half of Mr. Arafat and his 
Fateh factions in their respec- 
tive areas once they are 
allowed to return home. 
According to reports from 


the occupied territories the 
popularity of Mr. Arafat has 
been waning since the Heb- 
ron massacre. 

The final details of the 
return of 27 deportees, origi- 
nally expected to begin Mon- 
day, was announced after 
Palestine Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Tayveb Abdul Rahim 
briefed the would-be retur- 
nees at the PLO mission in 
Amman. 

"We were told to bring all 
out identification papers, 
passports if we have any,” 
said one deportee as he left 
the PLO mission. 

After the meeting, 19 de- 
portees were asked to attend 
a special farewell meeting 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Among the 10 were 
Palestine People’s Party 
activist Tayseer Arouri and 
Fateh members Amin Ma- 

(Contfamed on page 5) 


Blaze in Amman hotel; heart attack kills 1 


•By a Jordan Times Staff 
reporter 

■ AMMAN — A fire broke out 
’at Amman’s Forte Grand 
iHotel early Monday, forcing 
;the evacuation of nearly 250 
■guests and more than 150 staff. 
‘An Italian guest was reported 
'dead as a result of a heart 
.attack he suffered while eva- 
luating the eight-storey buDd- 
-ing following the blaze. 

’ Officials said 12 people re- 
;mained hospitalised Monday 
‘evening, and others who were 
‘injured or suffered smoke in- 
halation were discharged after 
.first-aid treatment. 

' According to the officials 
-and hotel executives, primary 
'investigations have not found 
any indication of foul play and 
that die fire could have been 
started by a burning cigarette 
butt or electrical fault. 

Tourism Minister Moham- 
mad A1 Adwan said the fi re 
could have been catastrophic 
had the hotel not used fire- 
retardant material in its con- 
struction and furnishings. 

Am mar Kanaan, deputy 

general manager of the luxury 
hotel, said the fire broke out 
on the sitting area of the first 
floor at around 5 JO a.m. and 
was brought under control in 
one hour. 

"The danger was not from 
the fire as much as it was from 
smoke,” Mr. Kanaan told the 
- Jordan Times. He dismissed as 
unsubstantiated rumours that 
an explosion had caused the 
fire, which was more or less 
confined to the floor where it 
started. - 

Colonel Mahmoud Abbadi, 
deputy chief of the Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD), 
said the. canse of fire, of which 
his department was notified at 
4 533 a.m., was being invesn- 
* gate d. 

Charles Barker, the hotel’s 
general manager, was quoted 
.as saying by the Associated 
Press that initial inquiries had 
shown that tire fire was caused 
by a burning cigarette careless- 
ly tossed on the carpet. 

Twas in the hotel and I did 
not- hear any explosion,” Mr- 
Bakett a- Briton, was quoted as 
saying when asked about 
rumour* of a blast. “None of 


King follows up 
on treatment of 
fire victims 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
on Monday telephoned the 
hospitals where victims of the 
fire at Forte Grand Hotel were 
bring treated to inquire about 
tiie condition of the injured. 
He instructed that the best care 
be accorded to the injured. 

Later Monday, King Hus- 
sein sent his private Chamber- 
bun Prince Ali Ben Nayef to 
the Palestine Hospital and 
King Hussein Medical Centre 
where the blaze victims are 
being treated. 

Prince Ali conveyed to them 
the greetings of King Hussein 
and his best wishes for their 
speedy recovery. 

Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim Malhas visited also the 
injured in hospital and wished 
them speedy recovery. 

Speaking to the press after- 
wards the minis ter said that 
most of the victims were suffer- 
ing from mild cases of suffoca- 
tion and most of the patients 
would be discharged soon. 

die staff heard an explosion.” 

Mr. Kanaan said the death 
of one man, who was identified 
by Italian diplomats as Michele 
Ottorio, a tourist from Venice, 
was caused by a heart attack as 
he rushed out of his fourth- 
floor room with his wife. 

“He was bleeding through 
his nose when he collapsed on 
the floor while rushing out,” 
said Mr. Kanaan, adtfingthat a 
medical report later estab- 
lished heart attack as the cause 
of death. 

Nearly 400 people — about 
240 guests and the rest staff — 
were inside the hotel when the 
blaze started. All the guests 
were immediately evacuated to 
other Amman hotels such as 
the Marriott and Intercon- 
tinental, Mr. Kanaan said. 

Most of the guests were' 
tourists on Easter vacation 
from Italy, Spain, Britain, 
Russia jmd the United States. 

Reports that at least one 
guest rnrrroed out of his win- 

(Conflnncd on page 5) 


PLO, Israel work on 
deployment of police 

Israelis moving out of Jericho and Gaza; 
Arafat reportedly planning May visit 





Charred furniture apd furnishings after Mon day’s fire at Amman’s Forte Grand Hold (photo 
by Yousef Ai ’Allan) . 

Unmatching shell boosts theory 
that Goldstein had accomplice 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Rein forcing the theory 
that a second gunman might 
have participated in the Heb- 
ron mosque massacre, a police 
weapons expert said Monday 
that one bullet shell found at 
the rite was fired by a Galii 
rifle they have not found. 

Inspector Li or Nadivi of the 
national police said the myste- 
rious shell was one of 115 
bullet casings collected by fore- 
nsic experts after the Feb. 25 
shooting rampage when a Jew- 
ish settler killed dozens of wor- 
shippers at the Ibrabran Mos- 
que. 

Tests showed that 109 were 
fired by the Galilon rifle used 
by gunman Baruch Goldstein. 
Another five were fired by 
soldiers’ rifles, Nadivi added. 

But one shell did not match 
any of more than 15 Galfl rifles 
issued to soldiers serving near 
the rite on that day, Mr. Nadivi 
said. “I still don’t know from 
which gun it was fired. I know 
it wasn't fired by any of the 


guns that I checked.” 

Palestinian witnesses have 
testified there was more than 
one gunman, and the five jus- 
tice panel suggested during 
Sunday’s session that they 
were probing prospects that a 
second assailant was present 
(foe to the angle of impact of 
some bullets. 

Justice Eliezer Goldberg 
asked army investigator Briga- 
dier General David Agmon 
Sunday how Goldstein could 
have entered through the main 
entrance, shot several rounds, 
and travelled 25 metre with wit 
being attacked — unless there 
was an accomplice. 

Gen. Agmon, who described 
the possibility of an accomplice 
as "possible, but not prob- 
able,” said he believed Gold- 
stein protected himself by 
shooting until he bad returned 
to his point of entry — perhaps 
with the intention of escaping. 

A second police forensics 
expert, Baruch Segal, was not 
oressed Monday about 


whether he thought there was a 
second gunman. But his testi- 
mony suggested it was possi- 
ble. 

Mr. Segal said that from his 
examination of bullet 
trajectories. “I could say that 
going by the paths that the 
bullets flew, the shooting came 
from aU corners of the halL” 

Mr. Serai was called to the 
site shortly after the massacre 
to gather evidence for forensic 
analysis. He said ballet casings 
were scattered around the hall, 
and that their location had “no 
significance since they could 
have been moved by the kick 
of a foot,” as victims fled. 

In their quest for evidence 
that could suggest a second 
gunman was present or that 
another weapon was fired be- 
sides Goldstein’s rifle, judges 
grilled Mr. Segal about gory 
details of his fin din g s. 

Panelist Menachem Yaari 
asked about whether there 

(Continued on page 5) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Two 
Palestinian generals joined 
talks with Israel in Cairo on 
Monday as the Middle East 
peace process prepared to shift 
from talk to action. 

Major-General Nasr Yousef 
and Abdul Razzak Ai Yabya 
took part in a meeting on 
deploying Palestinian police in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

The deployment, expected 
to scan within a week, trill be 
oue of the most significant 
changes on the ground in the 
occupied territories since Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed an 
agreement on Palestinian self- 
rule in Washington last 
September. 

But Gen. Yousef, the com- 
mander of Palestinian security 
forces, said there was no agree- 
ment yet on foe size of the 
police force or on when they 
would go. 

“We are ready to move in 


immediately. We are awaiting 
some arrangements. There 
hasn't been an agreement,” he 
told reporters at foe Cairo 
hotel where the PLO and 
Israelis are meeting. 

Gen. Yahya, asked earlier 
when foe police would deploy, 
said: "Within a week more or 
less. There will be a vanguard 
group of police officers that 
will enter first to take over 
military camps and some speci- 
fic installations.” 

Norwegian, Danish and Ita- 
lian representatives met in 
Cairo separately on Monday to 
arrange for a separate deploy- 
ment of foreign observers in 
foe troubled West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

The three European coun- 
tries have agreed to send up to 
160 observers to reassure the 
Palestinian population, 
traumatised by foe massacre of 
dozens of Palestinians in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in February. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat is 


expected in Cairo on Tuesday. 

On Sunday, PLO chief nego- 
tiator Nabil Shaath said an 
advance party of Palestinian 
officers might go to the occu- 
pied territories on Monday, to 
be followed by a group of 300 
to 500 Palestinian police, poss- 
ibly on Thursday or Friday. 

But Gen. Yousef denied 
there was any delay, saying: 
“There was no original time or 
set date for them to enter." 

On Monday morning Mr. 
Shaath told reporters that he 
and Israeli negotiators discus- 
sed the police deployment into 
the early hours of foe morning 
at a Cairo hotel. 

“I think on the question of 
the police force, the numbers, 
the deployment and foe timet- 
able. we made good progress 
last night and we should be 
able to continue and I hope 
achieve something today," he 
said. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Oman says Yemeni talks failed, 
Muscat plans to quit peace efforts 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman, 
which hosted peace talks be- 
tween Yemen’s fending lead- 
ers, said on Monday they had 
failed to resolve their differ- 
ences and proposed to with- 
draw from a multi-national 
team trying to disengage rival 
military units. 

The Oman News Agency 
quoted Yonsef Ben AJawi Ben 
Abdullah, Oman's minister of 
state for foreign affairs, as 
making the announcement af- 
ter a second meeting between 
foe leaders of former North 
and South Yemen on Monday 
in Oman. 

The talks were arranged by 
Oman's Sultan Qaboos to 
avert dvil war m Yemen after 


an accord signed in Jordan by 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and his southern rival Vice- 
President Ali Salem AI Beidh, 
failed to reconcile foe leaders 
who forged Yemen's 1990 un- 
ion. 

The military committee was 
set up after the accord and 
includes Omani. Yemeni and 
Jordanian officers as well as 
foe military attaches in Sanaa 
of the United States and 
France. 

It ended fighting between 
rival northern and southern 
soldiers only hours after the 
accord was signed but has had 
less success in disengaging the 
forces and persuading them to 
stay away from sensitive bor- 


der areas. 

“In the light of this situation, 
we have to consult with our 
brothers in Jordan to end our 
participation in the work of the 
joint military committee,” the 
Omani minister said. 

He said foe first meeting 
between Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh on Sunday was friendly 
and they agreed on foe princi- 
ples for avoiding military con- 
frontations and the slide to- 
wards civil war. 

"But for reasons which we 
do not know, they were not 
able to agree on a joint state- 
ment along these lines when 
they met on Monday,” he 

(Continued on page 5) 




Sudden death, constant fear: 
Algeria’s nightmare deepens 


By Rachid Khiari 

The Assodted Press 

ALGIERS — Posters at the 
state tourist agency still dis- 
play Algeria’s glories: Mag- 
nificent peaches, spectacular 
sceueiy, Roman ruins. But 
holidays have no place in a 
. land overtaken by sudden 
death and constant fear. 

The office, in central 
Algiers, does not open until 
midday and closes early. 

“Why come earlier? to do 
what? " ^sk ed Amel Gacem, 
who dutifully reports for 
work. ‘‘Thirty-rwo foreigners 
have been killed since 
September. Tourists don't 
come anymore." 

Garbage lies uncollected in 
the streets of the surrounding 
business district, picked at by 
rats. 

“Algeria has other worries 
besides keeping its streets 
clean/' said Bachir Zer- 
moum, an economist. 

Oil revenues are down and 
food prices up, be notes. The 
cost of fighting a two-year 
insurgency by Islamic fun- 
damentalist guerrillas rises 
incessantly. 

Enraged by the cancella- 
tion of January 1992 elections 
a fundamentalist party was 
sure to win, militants have 
fought the army-backed reg- 
ime with an assassination 
campaign targeting public 
officials, intellectuals, jour- 
nalists and foreigners. 

Apart from the fortress- 
like compounds of generals, 
cabinet ministers and diplo- 
mats, there seems to be no 
safety anywhere, 

On March 22, assailants slit 
the throats of a Frenchman 
and his son, while the family 
watched, at their home in 
suburban Algiers. A day ear- 
lier, gunman had burst into 
the office of a weekly news- 
paper in downtown Algiers 
and killed two employees. 

Other recent vic tims in- 
clude a popular playwright, a 
school principal, a French TV 
cameraman and three teen- 
age girls who did not have 
their heads covered. Two of 
the girls were killed last 
Tuesday. 

“I must hide in order to 
stay alive," said Meriama, 
47, an architect who believes 
he is on the militants" death 
list. 

like many Algerians, 
Meriama sees no heroes on 
either side of a conflict that 
has claimed almost 4,000 
lives in two years. 

He denounced “fun- 
damentalist terrorism” and 
“the politicians who argue 
with each other while Algeria 
is dying." 

‘The people are beginning 
to rebel against violence ana 
demagoguery," he said. “But 
. I’ll believe ui the rebirth of 
Algeria when the streets get 
cleaned again." 


Algeria at 
a glance 

THE LAND — On southern 
shore of die Mediterranean. 
World's 10th largest country 
and second-largest in Africa, 
covering 2,380,000 square 
kilometres. Major cities and 
farming areas in a strip along 
die coast. Interior is mostly 
uninhabited desert. 

THE PEOPLE — Population 
estimated at 27 million, over- 
whelmingly Arab and Muslim 
with significant Berber 
minority in Kabyie moun- 
tains and Algiers. More than 
40 per cent under aae IS. 
THE ECONOMY — A found- 
ing member, of the organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, at one point 
earned more than $12 billion 
a year — 97 per cent of 
export income — from oil 
and gas. Oil Bonanza ended 
in 1980s while population ex- 
plosion continued, causing 
economic crisis and shortages 
of food and consumer goods 
that provoked major riots. 
Unemployment above 30 per 
cent. 

HISTORY — More than 
130 years of French rule en- 
ded in 1962 after eight-year 
war for independence. Army 
set up authoritarian. Soviet- 
style regime that lacked wide 
popular support. President 
Chadli Benjedid initiated 
political and economic re- 
forms, including multiparty 
politics in 1989. But when 
Islamic Salvation Front swept 
initial round of first free par- 
liamentary elections in De- 
cember 1991, military ousted 
Mr. Benjedid, cancelled 
second round of elections, 
banned the front and cracked 
down on its su pp o r t e rs. In 
response, Islamic militan ts 
began insurgency, including 
bombings and assassinations, 
that has claimed nearly 4,000 
lives. 

It is a war with no quarter. 
Security forces daim tney lcfl- 


French expatriate form the 
largest foreign contingent in 
Algeria, but only about 1,000. 
of 8,000 remain. Those who 
stay are told to hunker down 
in a few well-guarded en- 
claves, protected by mobile 
police units and electronic 
detection systems. 

France, which controlled 
Algeria until the war for in- 
dependence in 1954-1962, has 
cut the staff at its diplomatic 

and cultural facilities from 
600 to 150. 

Most Western businesses 
have evacuated dependents 
and reduced personnel to a* 

minimum . 

Sodetc Nationale Corse- 
Medite nance, which oper- 
ates ferries between Algeria 
and France, recalled one of 
its two expatriates; the 
second commutes from 
MaishKe. Virtually no French 
travellers take the boats to 
Algeria. 

Claude Pierre, a leader of 
the French community, wor- 
ries about foreigners who 
work on their own or in small 
businesses. 

“Because they are spread 
out, they offer easy targets,'’ 
he said. 

Mr. Pierre does not expect 
an exodus of the estimated 

18.000 people who hold joint 
Algerian-French ci tizenshi p. 

“They’re caught between 
the threat of death here and 
the certainty of unemploy- 
ment in France," he said. 

Nonetheless, French au- 
thorities worry about a flood 
of refugees if the fun- 
damentalists take over. 

Algerian security forces 
are in a state of war, deser- 
tions are rumoured to be 
high, and the government 
may mobilise some of the 

150.000 army reservists. A 
new “dvfl defence law” will 
allow more Algerians to carry 
arms if they are deemed 
potential targets of assassina- 
tion. 

President Liamine 
Zeiouale is manoeuvring for 
some sort of political dia- 
logue to ease me crisis. 


led 357 militan ts in March, 
while reporting only 40 
arrests. About 60 of the dead 
were among 900 inmates 
freed from a high security 
prison by Islamic commandos 
in a brazen raid March 10. 

Fear is pervasive, partiai- 
lariy in the rapidly dwindling . 
foreign community. Thirty- 
two foreigners have been kil- 
led since September, when 
they became targets of mili- 
tants seeking to deprive the 
government of expertise for 
its reeling, oil-based eco- 
nomy. 

The murders at their home 
of Roger-Mictael Drouaire 
and his son, Pascal-Valeiy, 
prompted more foreigners to 
leave. 


He professes willingness to 
include fundamentalists, but 
government hardliners 
oppose talks with any oppo- 
nents linked to the violence 
and Islamic radicals reject 
-compromise. Leaders of the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), banned after its near 
victory in the 1992 legislative 
elections, remain in jail. 

The government is desper- 
ate for foreign aid and a 
rescheduling of its $26 billion 
debt, but Western demands 
for austerity and reduced 
food subsidies pose dOennnns 
for a government that cannot 
afford more unrest 

Unions flaini the baying 
power of workers is erodmg. 
Unemployment is above 30 
per cent and millions live in 
poverty. 





FIRE IN AMMAN : Tourists rft outside Am- file hotel early 
man’s Forte Grand Hotel after a Ore broke out at (AFP photo) 


First out-first in is 
good news for expellee 


CAIRO (AP) — Frcij Ahmad 
A1 Khairy, one of the first 
Palestinians expelled by Israel 
in the six-year uprising against 
occupation of the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank, will be among 
the first going back. 

Mr. Khairy ’s name was on 
the list of 46 handed out Sun- 
day by the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Israel 
will accept them back under an 
agreement reached last week 
in Cairo to reopen overall 
peace talks. 

The expellees are expected 
to return this week, though the 
exact day is not fixed. But after 
more than 2,000 days in exile, 
the 46-year-old Khairy seems 
to have learned patience. 

“The timing is not important 
the important thing is to 
actually move there," he told 
the Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview. 

It is likely be will be bade in 
Gaza before the sixth 
anniversary of his exile. On 
April 11, 1988, Mr. Kbahy was 
among the first eight men ex- 
pelled daring the intifada that 
erupted the previous Decem- 
ber. 

After last September’s 
Israel-PLO accord was sighed 
calling for Palestinian auton- 
omy in Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, 30 ex- 
pellees were allowed back 
from among 2,000 who the 
PLO says were thrown out 
during brad’s 26-year occupa- 
tion. 

But none of the 61 expelled 
during the intifada have been 
allowed to r e t urn . 

For Mr. Khairy, a longtime 
FLO activist jailed for eight 
years by Israel at various 
times, the most important part 
of going home will be seeing 
his parents a gain. 


Dutch captives in Yemen appeal for quick action 


SANAA (R) — Three Dutch 
engineers, who spent Easter in 
captivity in Yemen, appealed 
for quick action to free them 
saying their tribal captors were 
losing patience, a newspaper 
reported on Monday. 

They were quoted by the 
English-language weekly Ye-- 
men Times as saying their 
abductors “are visibly getting 

edgy/’ 

Its reporters said the hos- 
tages were “visibly pale, tired 
and extremely frightened” af- 
ter interviewing them at a hide- 
out some 150 kilometres east 
of the capital Sanaa. 

The engineers — Wilbert 
Elderhorst, 39, Gerard Jeuris- 
sen. 57, and Jac van der Gun, 
47 — were seized on March 25, 
by the Jahm tribe which is 
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demanding rent from oil firms 
using tribal land. 

The newspaper named 
Sheikh Mubarak Ben Saleh A1 
Zayidi as the tribal leader who 
arranged the abduction. 

It quoted him as saying that 
“Western individuals, com- 
panies and interests in the 
marib area will be attacked." if 
no prompt action was taken to 
meet his demands. 

The tribal leader, who was 
responsible for the kidnapping 
of U.S. diplomat Haynes 
Mahoney last year, said his 
demands included payment of 
rent for an ofi pumping station 
.built on the tribe’s land. 

He also wants the army to 
reenlist 200 Jahm tribesmen, 
including himself, “who were 
discharged unjustifiably." 
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Mr. Mahoney was later re- 
leased unharmed and it was 
not known if any deal was 
reached to secure his freedom. 

The Jahm demands, which 
indude a demand for infras- 
tructure services for the area, 
are the same made by the 
sheikh, a former army officer, 
when Mr. Mahoney was held. 

The three Dutchmen were 
working on a research project 
to develop water resources for 
Sanaa. 

The newspaper said in the 
interviews conducted on Fri- 
day, the captives “asked that 
the Yemeni government re- 
frains from using force to free 
them.” 

The sheikh also warned that 
“any militaty attempt (to free 
hostages) win achieve no result 


but it will bring barm to the 


He said there has been no 
contact between him and 
Sanaa cm the Dutch embassy. 
The embassy in Sanaa was 
closed on Monday. 

Mr. Van der Gun was 
quoted as saying*. “We are 
being treated and fed well, but 
of course we are not accus- 
tomed to this kind of living." 

“We try to break our day 
into pieces, spending our time 
walking and playing stone 
games., we have been invited 
to many qat sessions and I 
chewed with them several 
times," he said of the middle 
narcotic qat plant that the vast 
majority in Yemenis chew reg- 
ularly. 

Two Chinese technicians 


“The most important thing is 
that we go bade borne to our 
' families,” he said. “My 85- 
year-old father and my 70- 
year-old mother are dying to 
see me and the grandchildren. 

Mr. Khairy’s wife and chil- 
dren, two sons and a daughter 1 
aged nine and five, have been j 
allowed to eo in and out of | 
Gaa daring Us exfle and will dday 
their return until the school 
term ends next month. 

After being expelled to 
Lebanon, Mr. Khairy made 
his way to'Cairo wbdre be kept 
op his commitment) ■ to the 
Palestinian cause, working -on a 
committee supporting the up- 
rising. 

Mr. Khairy, a civil engineer, 
said he was uncertain he could 
find work in his profession 
when he goes borne but added 
he expected things to improve 
once real peace is negotiated. 

“There will be hope when 
the Palestinians take over and 
we live within our bound- 
aries," be said. 

Mr. Khairy served two jail 
terms between 1968 and 1988 
on charges of recruiting for the 
PLO — then viewed as Israel’s 
arch enemy — and p ossessing 
firearms. In between,. he stu-, , 
died engineering in Cairo. 

Despite his hopes for peace, 
Mr. Khairy remains bitter at 
the occupation. He com- 
plained that all expellees 
should be allowed back and 
• accused Israel and the United 
States of “dirty stalling” in the 
Gaza-Jericho negotiations that 
are expected to lead to a full 
peace treaty down the line. 

Still, Mr. Khairy’s joy at 
going borne is dissipating some 
of his anger. 

“The return home is very, 
very sweet,” he said. “It is one 
step in a thousand towards 
peace.” 


kidnapped on Sunday 'by 
another tribe objecting to a 
road construction project were 
still in captivity on Monday. 
Diplomats said their exact 
whereabouts were unknown. 

The two, members of a 
Chinese team working on the 
Jihanah-Madrid road, were 
seized by two armed tribesmen 
some 50 kilometres from Jiba- 
nah, the sources said. One 
source said the kidnappers 
wanted the road project scrap- 
ped and threatened to carry 
out more abductions if their 
demand is not met. 

Tribes in northern Yemen 
-often kidnap foreigners to 
force their demands on the 
government and foreign com- 
panies. 


Monday (see story mi page 1) 


Kidnapped 
American 
released in 
Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — ' 
American Red Cross worker 
Alfred Petters was released un- 
harmed Monday by Somali 
gunmen who had abducted him 
after killing his security guard. 

Mr. Petters was kidnapped 
Thursday by 'up to 15 gunmen 
who stopped tus vehicle a few 
hundred metres from a United ' 
Nations checkpoint and killed 
his guard, who was riding in a 
second car. 

“I don’t know why they lad- 
napped me. I don’t know be- 
cause they didn't speak En- 
glish.” Mr. Petters said after 
his release Monday morning. 
He said he had been treated 
well. 

•Mr. Petters, 37, a water and 
sanitation engineer from De- 
nver, was on his second tour in 
Somalia, returning in February 
to help fight the cholera 
epidemic sweeping the coun- 
try. 

Suzanne HofstetteT, the 
bead of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Gross in 
.Somalia,, said ho ransom was 
paid- ' 

Ann Stingle, an American 
Red' Cross spokeswoman 
based in Washington, said the 
release was unconditional. 

“The ICRC has been work- 
ing through their contacts with- 
in the Somali community, dan 
elders and others, to secure 
their release, and -they are- the 
ones, I assume, that (fid,” she 
said. 

Mr. Petters said he was to 
leave Somalia later Monday. 
He did not disdose his destina- 
tion but said he would later 
return to Somalia. 

Mr. Petters was the first Red 
Cross worker kidnapped in 
Somalia, hot three foreign Red 
Cross workers were killed in 
the country between 1991 and 
1993, Ms. Hofetetter said. She 
said the kidnapping would not 
stop Red Cross operations in 
Somalia. 

In addition to Somalia, Mr. 
Petters has served in Red 
Cross missions in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. He escaped a 
kidnapping in Liberia. 

His abduction Thursday was 
the latest in a series that fol- 
lowed the departure last month 
of most troops from the United 
States and other Western na- 
tions. Banditry has been on the 
rise since the withdrawal. 

The area where Mr. Petters 
was kidnapped is loosely con- 
trolled by one of the subclans 
of tiie Habre Gedh, the dan of 
Mogadishu warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aidced. But the 
kidnappers appeared to be 
operating independently of his 
mainstream Somali National 
Alliance (SNA). 



delayed descry of 215 tanks brnnoy uuuc™ 

Corporation, the Detroit news reported Sunday. JT mM 1A2 
tanks have been sitting since Feb) ra ^^ faik5 rt t ^^ 
write for money needed to eouip them for d^rti^Generri 
Dynamics spokesman PeterKeating told 

S^^is™th$87mflKonmmatenak^^om... 

He said the company expects some money this month- 
General Dynamics has a?788 million tank deal with the 
kingdom has a cash portage foat amU ., 
have serious effects on the U.S. aims industry. The cash . 

is caused by low oil prices. American arms makers moeasingly 
have lootel to. the Middle East for «Ktomere mU.S^d^tg-- 
orders have been cut back. The U.S. goveramcn t order^^ 
tank* from General Dynamics last year while Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait ordered 533. 

German Journalist killed in Kurdistan 

NICOSIA (AP) — Gunmen on Sunday shot dead a German 

. . _ _ •: ' Pn>ju4i news aaenev in 


ynw n«H« t.lissvScfanridt, was gmmed down shortly after noon . 
near Suleimamyah when unknown assailants opened fire On , 
her car, according to the Agssnee iFrance-Presse ‘Office m 

%«■ wt - 1 Tm/m iTnrrl nkn wsk killed m thfl 


of foe joumalisfs death from the U.N. CtaMrea’s Fund m foe 
Knnfistan dty ofErbfl. In March, Swedish freelance journalist 

Auden Blomdahl was injured by a car bomb in Kurdistan while 

trav elling with armed Kurdish guards from the border of the 
Kind-held area. According to Kurdish security police, the 
bomb consisted of 250 or 500 grammes of the explosive TNT 
and had been attached to the car’s gas tank with a m ag n et 

- V » , , , 

39 held for vandalising Tel Aviv campus 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police detained 39 students Sunday after 
hundreds rioted at Tel Aviv University, smashing windows 
and spraying hoses, to protest the way a three-month teachers’ 
strike was resolved. The violence came the day classes 
reopened at Israel’s main universities, after a closure since 
mid-January when faculty went on strike for higher wages. 
Instead of attending lectures, students at the Tel Aviv campus 
called forir own strike, demanding automatic passing grades 
for foe fall semester, half qf which was missed during die 
strike. Several hundred protesters got violent, police said. 
They hosed down adm i nsitra tive offices, .ripped, up files, , 
smashed windows and blocked a road next to the campus. 
Police detained 39 students, later releasing 34, Tel Avjv police ’ 
spokesman Gadi Doron said. Students at the Hebrew Uni- 
• versify later announced they would join the strike ahd stay 
away.from dasses on Monday, Israeli media reported. Faculty 
members were upset by the violence. Although many Israeli ’ 
students have serve d in foe army and are veterans of rmlitaiy 
action in Lebanon or in the occupied territories, rarely has 
unrest erupted on college campuses. “This is sheer hooligan- 
ism and it will not pass without response,” Professor Uriel 
Rosen-Zvi, dean of the law school, said on ferae! Television. 

Thailand agrees to let PLO set up office 

BANGKOK (R) — Farouk Kaddoumi, foreign affairs special- 
ist of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) left 
Thailand for Vietnam on Monday after winning agreement in 
principle for a PLO office in _J&ngfcok. Foreign Ministry ' 
spokesman Poldej Woraehat said- the two-sides had agreed to 
- establish the office, but that details had to be worked out. Mr. 
Kaddoumi met Thai Foreign Mhnster-Prasong Soonsni during 
his visit, part of a Southeast Asian tour. Mr. Kaddoumi is also 
deputy chairman of foe board of governors of foe Palestinian 
Economic Council, which channels international aid for foe 
reconstruction of foe occupied territories. Charivat Santaput- 
ra, director of foe Thai Foreign Ministry's Middle East 
Division, said Thailand contributed to foe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian re- 
fugees, and was ready to add its technical know-how when 
reconstruction of foe territories began. “The Palestinian side 
told ns that tins would take some time,” Mr. charivat said. The 
Thai government, which has diplomatic relations with Israel, 
recognises foe PLO as foe sole representative of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Klnkel reminds Turkey not to abuse Kurds ' 

BONN (R) — German Foreign Monster Klaus Kinkel on 
Monday urged Turkey to observe human rights in its straggle 
against separatist Kurds and keep a promise not to use arms 
imported from Germany against them. International observers 
of Kurdish new year celebrations and of last week’s local 
elections have accused Turkish security forces of brutality 
against Kurdish civilians who the army fear may be helping the 
banned rebel Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). Some German 
observers said they bad seen weapons sold from former Fytf 
German stocks bring used against Kurds in tbeir homeland in 
eastern Turkey. Mr. Kinkel reminded Turkey that it had 
agned an undertaking in June 1992 to use weapons from 
Gmmauy only to secure its borders. “Foreign Minister Kintal 
rcnnn ? ed t * M ? j l “tos* do everything to fulfill this 

co mmitmen t." foe ministrey said in a statement. “In tins 
co nnectio n Kinkel also appealed once more to foe Turkish 
government to use legal means in its pursuit of foe PKK and to 
«oo everything it can to prevent human rights abuses.” 

Khartoum closes down newspaper 

^TC^rc UM (AP) — Sudan’s military government per- 
manently shut the country £ only independent daily newsoaner 
Nfondayater tes than tee month^SS^^SX 
pr«s b-Wlisanon few. The short but tempestuous life of AI 
brou » ht to an otherwise tame and 
bland group of newspapers. Omar Hassan A1 Bashir die 
preadOTt, signed foe closure order condemning the newspaper 
for criticising government institutions. The anm™ 
broadcast over official Radio Omdonnan. ^ 
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Status of .Jerusalem conference opens 

Senator criticises ‘deviation’ in U.S. policy 


\ S’ffoSr “ Packing and Packagfa18 (Pct ' 

120 packing, packaging specialists 

] address the future of their industry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Rima Kha- 
laf Monday opened an Arab- 
inteniationa] conference on 
packing and packaging by de- 
scribing the industry as a twin 
of various agricultural and In- 
dustrial processes and one that 
is indispensable for successful 
trade. 

Packing and packaging seeks 
to protect industrial and food 
products as well as medicines 
for later use and for trading 
with other countries, said Mrs. 
Khalaf at the opening session 

TAKING THE OATH: Jor- 
dan’s newly-appointed 
ambassador to Spain 
Taymonr Daghestani 
Monday is sworn in before 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
The ceremony was 
attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s Political Advisor 
Marwan A1 Qasem, the 
King’s Military Secretary 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad and Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Talal 
A1 Hassan (Petra photo) 


of the six-day conference. 

Organised by the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade in coopera- 
tion with the A mman Chamber 
of Industry and the Arab Un- 
ion of Food Industries, the 
conference will address food 
processing, impediments to 
packing and packaging m the 
Arab World, scientific re- 
search and training of techni- 
cians, modern technology in 
the industry and the adverse 
effects of packaging on the 
environment and human 
health and solutions to them. 


such as the safe disposal and 
recycling of plastics, wood and 
cardboard. 

The concept of establishing a 
pan- Arab institute to train per- 
sonnel in the industry will also 
be discussed. 

The conference is attended 
by 120 participants. On the 
sidelines of the meeting, a 
group of international firms 
are organising an exhibition, 
displaying the latest equipment 
and materials used in the pack- 
ing and packagmg industry. 




HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hmefdi Al Fayez appointed 
King’s military advisor 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Monday 
was issued appointing Major General Hmeicfi 
Al Fayez as military advisor and chief military 
escort to His Majesty King Hussein effective 
March 29. Maj. Gen. Al Fayez assumed senior 
leading positions in the armed forces, including 
commander of the Royal Guard and comman- 
der of Al Hussein Ben Ali Brigade. 

Kaabneh awards religious 
contest winners 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Mirai Al 
Kaabneh Monday attended a celebration held 
to honour winners in religious competitions. 
Gen. Kaabneh presented awards to the first few 
winners. The celebration was attended by 
Gen. Kaabneb’s assistants and senior army 
officers. 


International literature meeting 
opens 

ERBED (J.T.) — An international conference 
on literature, linguistics and translation Mon- 
day was opened at Yarmouk University. Sever- 
al researchers and professors from Jordan, as 
well as Arab and foreign countries, are taking 
part in the four-day conference, lire opening 
ceremony included addresses by University 
President Marwan Kama!, Dean of the Arts 
Yousef Ghawaruneh and English Dc jartment 
Chairman Mufeed Hawamdeb. The speakers 
outlined the history of the establishment of the 
university and the English Department, focus- 
ing on the university’s role in serving the local 
community and contributing to the develop- 
ment process. Organising committee member 
Ahmad Majdotibeh said the conference aims to 
give a chance to Yarmouk University professors 
and their counterparts in Arab and foreign 
universities to exchange ideas and scholarly 
work in literature, linguistics and translation. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


T.V.5 EUROPE PROGRAMME 

ft" A variety programme in French entitled 
“Thalassa” transmitted by T.V. 5 Europe 
at the French Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m, 

THE FIRST QUARTET FES- 
TIVAL 

iz Hie Japanese “Kobo Quartet” at the main 
theatre at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

FILMS 

■ft Jordanian 0hn entitled “The Shoe” at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jab- 
al Amman at 7:30 p.m. 

ft Feature film in Arabic entitled “P alestinia n 

Perspectives” at Abdul H amee d Shoman 
Foundation in Jabal Amman at 7:30 pjn. 

DRAMA 

☆ Comedy in Arabic entitled “The Guaran- 
tee” at tite Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
pjn. 

exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition of ZaBoum foodstuff products al 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

if. The Second International Stationery Exhibi- 
tion at the World Exhibition Centre, Uni- 
versity Road (TeL 847113). 

ft Bulk exhibition at Amman University. 

ft “Spring Exhibition 1994” Jordan 

Plastic Art Association GaBery (Tel. 699914). 

ft Exhibition by artist Perween Al Sarraf at 


Aba’ad Art Gallery (ltkOO a.m.-8:00 p.m.) 
(TeL 819861). 

ft Exhibition by Iraqi artists Hayfa Habeeb and 
Faronk Hassan at Alia Art Gallery (10:00 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 3 KM) p.m. - 6:00 p.m.). 

ft Exhibition entitled “Return to Nature” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft “The Amman-Baghdad exhibition” by Artist 
Ahmad Al ShaikhaH at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Ceramics exhibition by artist Isam Nseirat at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of Jordanian herbs at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Flower exhibition entitled “The Flower 
Bridge Between Jordan and Palestine” at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Aman (10:00 a-m. -6:00 pan.) (TeL 679166) 

ft Computer exhibition at the Amman Interna- 
tional Auto Exhibition. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Ahmed Nawar at 
BaUta’ Art Gallery in Fubeis (daily from 
10:00 ami. to 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 720902). 

ft Jordanian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by 
over 80 a rtists at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi 
Supra (9:30 ajn-8:00 pjn.) (TeL 644451). 

LECTURE 

ThT Lecture entitled “Water Shortage as a 
Challenge to the Development of Jordan” 
by Manuel Scfaiflkr, researcher and eco- 
nomist at the German Development Insti- 
tute in Berlin, at the Goethe-Institnl at 6 JO 
p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

Dialogue with Mr. Mu’ius Al Ramaz, bead 
of the Jordan Writers Association, at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art and Cuhnre at 7:00 

{MD. 


AMMAN (Petra) — In a refer- 
ence to the latest U.S. position 
towards a danse on Jerusalem 
contained in United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 
904, Senator Kamel Al Sharif 
said it is impossible for U.S. or 
European president to com- 
prehend the reality of Jeru- 
salem and its importance to the 
one billion Muslims around the 
world. \ 

Deputising Monday for HJis 
Royal Highness Grown Prince 
Hassan in opening the annual 
symposium on the status bf 
Jerusalem, Mr. Sharif said that 
the U.S. policy has previously 
shown minimum fairness tp 
Arabs and pretended not to rec- 
ognise the fait accompli which 
Israel has been trying to ini- 
pose on the occupied Arab 
city, nor that Jerusalem is part 
of the occupied Arab territor- 
ies- j 

But President Bill Clinton’s 
administration, said Mr. ShariJ 
deviated from this policy, i 

He said President Climotn 
has repeatedly informed Zion-- 
ist leaders during his presiden-j 
rial campaign that he considers 
Jerusalem as the eternal and 
unite- capital of Israel. | 

It is clear that the U.S. is; 
taking advantage of the chro- [ 
nic inter-Arab divisions and ' 
differences which America has 1 
planned for and fostered, Mr. ' 
Sharif said. The senator criti- | 
rised the Arab policy towards 
Palestine, saying that Arab ; 


countries are {playing the role 
of the full (partner in the 
aggression byl supporting the 
aggression and providing funds 
and arms to ilhe aggressors, 

“If the U.S. | is serious about 
establishing peace in the re- 
gion, then it s hould work to- 
wards changing the fait accom- 
pli situation umich Israel has 
created, despite Arab and 
Muslim rejection.” 

. “Maintaining this situation 
means preserving the gains of 
armed aggresjsion, fostering 
the climate of' war, sparking 
the feelings of hatred, and en- 
couraging repirisal and vio- 
lence,” Mr. Sfiarif said. 

^Ie stressed lihat coexistence 
among Arabs ilnd Israelis is a 
mere illusion. “‘Whoever advo- 
cates it or woriu for it does in 
fact support the: Zionist aggres- 
sion and assists it in extermi- 
nating the Palestinian people 
'gradually," he said. 

This fact should serve as a 
departure point: for any politic- 
al move or struggle should the 
political attempts fail, Mr. 
Sharif added. 

The senator called for estab- 
lishing an international net- 
work of supporters for Jeru- 
salem by capitalising on an 
idea [floated during a previous 
symposium to establish an 
organisation for Jerusalem 
supporters. 

He; praised His Majesty King 
Hussein’s stands towards the 
holy city and thanked the King 



Scholars representing Arab and Ish unic <don of the annual conference on the status 
countries Monday attend the opening ses- of Jerusalem (Petra photo) 


for his contribution to restor- 
ing the Dome of the Rock and 
renovating the Sal addin mim- 
bar at Al Aqsa Mosque. 

Among the speakers during 
Monday's sessions were Presi- 
dent of the Higher Islamic 
Council for Dawa and Relief 
Abdul Rahman Swareddahab 
(the former Sudanese head of 
state), Al Hadi H ant ash, assis- 
tant secretary general of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 


ference (OIC). who deputised 
for OIC Secretary General 
Hamed Al Ghabed, Moham- 
mad A.li Jallah from Azhar 
Mosque and Raouf Abu Jaber, 
Chairman of the Islamic- 
Christuin Society in Jordan. 

Takixg part in the sympo- 
sium are scholars representing 
Arab and Islamic countries in 
Africa, Asia and America. 

Ifhe symposium, organised 
by the General Islamic Con- 


gress for Jerusalem, aims to 
raise world public attention to 
the need to defend religious , 
rights and holy places in Jeru- 
salem and expose Israel's 
aggressive and illegal opera- 
tions in the city, according to 
the congress secretary general 
Izzat Jaradat. 

Senator Shanf is chairman of 
the Executive Committee of j 
the General Islamic Congress j 
for Jerusalem. 


1 : 

Ministry to {educate public on water economising 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In May the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion will launch an awareness 
campaign to alert the public 
to the urgency of economis- 
ing on water and on May IS 
the ministry trill implement a 
water distribution program- 
me to ensure fair allocations 
to various regions, according 
to a ministry official Monday. 

Adnan Zoubi, the minis- 


try's fciead of public relations, 
told tpe Jordan Times that 
the ministry expects difficul- 


miimstry exp 

ties ini view of the limited 
suppliers of water resulting 
from a 'poor rainy season this 
year an Id would be educating 
the puttie through media on 
ways to I save water. 

The campaign comes at a' 
time whien the Kingdom is 
witnessing an acute shortage 
of wateJ supplies, making 
coping With the growing 
needs of the inhabitants 


almost impossible, said Mr. 
Zoubi. 

He said the ministry was 
studying the water needs of 
all govemorates before laun- 
ching the distribution prog- 
ramme by May IS at the 
latest. 

When asked about the re- 
placement of water pipe net- 
works in Amman, a project 
which started last year, Mr. 
Zoubi, said that by the end of 
1994 the ministry would have 
completed the replacement 


of networks in Wadi Nasser 
and other parts of eastern . 
Amman. That project cost 
JD'3.6 million. 

He said the ministry would 
embark on similar projects in 
Jab al Hussein, Jabal Amman 
and' Jabal Luweibdeh at the 
cost: of JD8 million secured in 
the form of a loan from the 
Ger man Development Bank. 

A sum of JD25 million is 
needed to finance the re- 
place sment of networks in the 
Amman area "'one, he 


added. 

The replacement of the 
pipes is necessary to save 
water lost through leaking 
worn out networks. Mr. 
Zoubi said. 

He said JD12 million in 
water charges remain unpaid 
by government and private 
organisations and individual 
households. 

The ministry, he said, was 
planning to cut water supplies 
to subscribers failing to pav 
their bills. 


Political scientists agree that parties lack solid foundations 


— By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Several Jorda- 
nian political scientists agreed 
that political parties in the 
country lade the foundations of 
positive functional establish- 
ments in our society. “Political 
parties in Jordan Have not yet 
formed a philosophy or ideolo- 
gy by which they can deal with 
soda), economic, and political 
issues in the country," said 
Yarmouk University political 
science professor Ahmad 
Thaher in a debate Sunday 
evening on political parties in 
Jordan. 

During the second session 
titled “Programmes of Jorda- 
nian Political Parties: 
Aspects of Agreement and 
Differences,” Dr. Thaher 
emphasised the ‘'pyramid- 
like" structure of Jordan’s poli- 
tical parties, which, he said, 
was historically based. Dr. 
Thaher said the Arab World 


- 1 suffers fro^n authority com- 

ijdex, addhjg that those in au- 
thoritative j positions preceive 
(themselves [ as above fault and 
they are unable to distinguish 
ivords fromi action. 

“Anotbeir characteristic of 
the Arab leader is that he 
tkelieves that the outside world 
u > a rotten and corrupt place,” 
s aid the professor, explaining 
tine reason behind political par- 
ti es' failure to work together 
r.ather jhan -with one "mother. 

Dr. Thahor aly* pointed to 
wrhat he saw 1 , as the absence of 
genuine democratic orienta- 
ti pn among Jordanians, saying 
tliat past inhibitions of sup- 
remacy of power and dicta- 
torship in former policies 
repoted fear in the Jordanian 
psWche. 

“We fear the West, the East, 
th e future, but above all, we 
fear ourselves," which, accord- 
ing to the politician is the main 
reason behind the resistance to 


change. J Thfc Arabs, he main- 
tained translate this resistance 
through self-imposed bound- 
aries of culture, religion and 
political action. 

He added that in order to 
succeed in their political duty 
of being constructive bodies in 
society, political parties have 
to call for change and liberate 
themselves from fear of the 
unknown, starting with adopt- 
ing scientific approaches to 
face reality and work on ad- 
justing tbe “outdated” system 
that is based on rejection. 

“We have to (each our chil- 
dren that everything, no mat- 
ter bow romplteated, can be 
researched, and that the truth 
is never absolute.” 

The first session of the de- 
bate dealt with tbe popularity 
of political parties in Jordan, 
'■'hich speakers concurred was 
<oor because of internal and 
external faults attributed to 
some of the parties in Jordan. 


"All Jordanian parties Jack 
solid structural, political and 
organi rational foundations," 
said M ohammad Subeihi, who 
described hismelf as an inde- 
penden t Islamist. 

Mr. Subeihi said that the 
perfect formula for attracting 
citizen's to political parties 
would be to combine social 
democracy with political 
democ racy, so that people 
could 1 feel the importance of 
politica l work instead of just 
hearing:” slogans." 

He a dded that the country’s 
experie nee in overt political 
work w as limited and therefore 
any ju dgement on perform- 
ance would be immature. Mr. 
Subeihi said his research on 
popularity of political parties 
in Jordan was not concise be- 
cause of limited access to in- 
formac.on on these parties in 
Jordan . 

Mohammad Awad, a politic- 
al anal yst, said that instead of 


apologising for his “ineffi- 
cient" evaluation, Mr. Subeihi 
should have abstained from 
presenting it altogether. He 
accessed Mr. Subeihi of "un- 
scientific generalisation” in his 
presentation and rejected what 
he raw as the excuse of limited 
access to information, pointing 
to his own success in acquiring 
information about different 
parties in Jordan. 

Participants in the debate, 
held by the National Society 
for the Enhancement of Free- 
dom and Democracy and spon- 
cored by Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, concurred that 
many other debates on tbe 
issue are needed for a more 
thorough assessment of politic- 
al parties in Jordan in order 
“to increase (he crops of demo- 
cracy" and establish better 
grounds for encouraging peo- 
ple to participate in political 
work and decision-making in 
the country. 


40 countries adopt declaration defining civil protection 


By Rana H usseini 

Special to the Jordan T..nes 

AMMAN — Within what 
they recognised as “a world 
where the increase of the 
number of disasters and mul- 
tiplication of risks constitute 
a great threat for mankind,” 
the representatives of 40 
countries and 12 specialised 
international organisations, 
Monday adopted the first De- 
claration on Gvfl Protection 
at the conclusion of the Tenth 
World Conference on Civil 
Protection. 

Pascal Go nd rand, consul- 
tant to the International Civil 
Defence Organisation 
(ICDO), the conference 
organisers, said a civil protec- 
tion definition should be rec- 
ognised internationally be- 
cause “until now, civil pro- 
tection was defined only in 
times of conflict.” 

Mr. Gondrand said it is 
time for countries to be al- 
ways prepared and not wait 
for a disaster to happen to 
react. 

He said the old definition 
of civil protection was limited 
to “certain humanitarian 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


tas ks” in times of armed con- 
flic t or in cases of disasters in 
a o jontry where a situation of 
arnned conflict prevailed. 

1 'be new declaration, 
according to Mr. Gondrad, 
exti :nds the definition and 
heljps explain “the concept of 
dvii I protection to encompass 
all I lumanitarian activities re- 
late d to the preservation of 
pop ulation, their euviron- 
mex it and their property 
agai nst accidents and disaster 
of s lIJ kinds.” 

T be recommendations also 
calliid on governments to 
coffiiider emergency preven- 
tion and preparedness as an 

mte.gral part and an impor- 
tant aspect of development 
po&Ey and strategies, hence 
intej paring them in tbe socio- 
ecor lomic planning at all in- 


country levels. 

The participants agreed on 
considering civil protection as 
encompassing all humanita- 
rian measures with a view to 
preserving the population, its 
environment and its proper- 
ty- 

Recalling the decision of 
the U.N. General Assembly 
to “launch a far-reaching 
global undertaking for the 
1990s to save human lives and 
reduce the impact of natural 
disasters,” the declaration 
reaffirms “the revelance of 
the Rio Declaration regard- 
ing the need for the interna- 
tional community to assist 
states afflicted by natural dis- 
asters and other emergencies 
that are likely to produce 
sudden harmful effects in the 
environment of those states." 


The declaration also asks 
the U:nited Nations to “better 
clarify the roles and responsi- 
bilities of its various oper- 
atiomd entities in emergency 
management in order to 
avoid duplication among 
these- entities as well as 
among national authorities.” 
and * 're-orient its emergency 
assistance programmes so as 
to strengthen the existing 


national structure and avoid 
duplicating the assistance by 
creating new channels.” 

The ICDO convened the 
2-day conference in Amman 
in cooperation with the Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD). The meeting, 
attended by about 100 parti- 
cipants was held under the 
patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 


CONDOLENCES 

The staff of 

America-Mideast Educational & 
Training Services 
(AMTOEAST) 

urn the loss of their friend and colleague 

JUMANA JUBRAN ESSAU 

a woman of substance and spirit 
whom we shall never forget. 

May she rest in peace. 


The bereaved family of the beloved 

Jumana Jubran Esau 

express their deep appreciation 
to all the friends who extended 
kind condolences on her un- 
timely demise. 

Special thanks to H.E. the 
Ambassador and Mrs. Wesley 
Egan and to each and every 
member of the U.S. Ei ibassy in 
Amman. 

May God bless them all, and 
rest in peace the soul of our 
beloved Jumana. 
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Acid test of sanctions 

CONTRARY TO some interpretations that | try to 
portray Jordan’s linking of its resumption jof the 
peace talks to ending the siege against Aqsiba as 
political posturing, the Kingdom will prove {that it 
means business when it comes to vital rational 
interests. An upcoming multilateral meeting in the 
Hague on the environment will not be boycotted, 
instead Jordan will be sending a junior diploi nat to 
the meeting in a gesture that is meant to sjend a 
double message to the international community: 
The Kingdom is committed to the peace process; yet 
it win not accept to be taken for granted when a 
national interest is at stake. Jordan will thus attend 
the meeting to prove that we will go all the way to 
advance the cause of peace in the region. But by 
doing so, at a minimum level of representation, we 
intend to drive the point home that unless ctir 
legitimate rights and concerns are properly addres- 
sed, we will have to do what is necessary in Iche 
future to protect this country and its people. j 
AO through its history, Jordan has demonstrated 
its genuine interest in bringing about a just and 
lasting peace to the region. In the words of iraiiny 
American officials, Jordan has been an oasis of 
moderation in the area. The Kingdom never played 
the spoiler game. It is not about to start that now. 
The warning that the unfair and unjustifiable siege 
against Aqaba should end was a call prompter!! by 
the country’s real need to have that done night 
away. j 

For years, the Kingdom has been applying i^inet 
diplomacy to have its concerns dealt with. Bat little 
attention did the decision-makers in Washhrigton 
and the United Nations give to the couiaSy’s 
requests, it seems. When Jordan exhausted all 
possible channels without receiving a positive 
answer, it resorted to the only option left to it: Let 
the whole world know that it is no longer willing to 
have its rights violated at a time when it is meeting 
all its obligations under international law and 
norms. j 

The United States, which repeatedly siaid it 
“understood” Jordan’s concern, was supposed last 
week to discuss means of enforcing the sanctions 
against Iraq without continuing to hurt the King- 
dom. Yet that did not happen, apparently because 
the various U.S. government organs needed! more 
time to study the matter, but more likely because 
the Clinton administration did not want to appear 
as bowing to pressure from a small country like 
oars- * 

The U.S. would be wrong to think Jordan is 
merely playing a political game over the isisue of 
sanctions and their implications on our ecojnomy. 
We do not need to make political capital thii way. 
Jordan wants a speedy solution and has gone oat of 
its way to prove its goodwill, by sending a delegate 
to the Hague’s meeting. Washington should recipro- 
cate. No body doubts the ability of the U.S. to find a 
suitable way of enforcing the sanctions again: it Iraq 
without hurting Jordan if it wanted to. Otherwise, 
Jordan has at least to be compensated for sill the 
economic losses sustained as a result of those 
sanctions. After ail, the way the international 
community chooses to deal with this problem will be 
an important indication of what it might do to bring 
about real peace in the region. If it is going to be an 
imposed, shaky peace, Jordan might not need it 
anyway. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT daily Monday came out in support of a proposal 
made by Faisal Husscini, a senior Palestinian official who 
called for the formation of a standing committee to supervise 
the ongoing coordination between the Palestinians and the 
Jordanians. This committee would serve better than the 
seasonal meetings by the two sides and can yield better results, 
said the daily. Husscini has reaffirmed a fact that Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination was inevitable for safeguarding the 
interests of both sides. This is of utmost importance as neither 
side would like to see Israel dealing with Arab parties; 
separately and achieve its objectives at the expense of Arab 
national interest, added the paper. The current stage is crucial 
and the challenges are serious and the two sides should join 
hands in'conftonting Israel’s plots. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily said Monday that tbs 
stationing of civilian observers in Hebron can do nothing to 
prevent the settlers from attacking the Palestinian civilian?!. 
Yousef Mahmoud said that the deployment of unarmed 
observers from Europe can by no means shield the Palesti- 
nians against attacks like that which occurred at the Tbrahinni 
Mosque in February. Criticising the United Nations for failing 
to implement Resolution 904 which calls for the deployment of 
U.N. peacekeeping troops, the writer said that no one can 
prevent another Jewish settler from opening tire on the local 
inhabitants if he chooses to do so at any time. In its attempt to 
cover up for its crime at the mosque and to make the wo irtd 
forget about the atrocity, Israel has now allowed Palestinian 
police to be deployed there, said the writer, but that police 
force would not be able to resist the omnipresent of the Israeli 
forces in the occupied territories and would not end the Jewish 
settlers presence there. In addition, said the writer, Israel has 
not disarmed the settler and will do nothing to dismantle, any 
of the settlements that have been set up on Arab-owned bind. 


April ]jL994: the real historic moment 


THE PREVALENT, often smug, view that dominates the 
intelligentsia in the United States and other parts of the West 
is that the end of the cold war in 1990 also effectively marked 
the end of the 20th century, in terms of global j ideology and 
political history. Many of us around the world sort of went 
along with that view for a few years after 1990, riot because we 
accepted it, but because there seemed to be no other better 
analysis of what was happening in global historical terms. 

1 would suggest, however, that 1990 was not jthe end of the 
20th century, but rather this month, April 1994, for two 
symbolic reasons: the non-radal elections that < rill be held in 
South Africa at the end of the month, an id the initial 
implementation stage of the peace accord that will see Israel 
start to withdraw from parts of the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. These acts, I would suggest, encompass a far more 
widespread and deeper global historical transformation than 
the end of the cold war. 

The American perception of totalitarian Communism as the 
leading evil of this epoch is understandable, n view of the 
direct confrontation that emerged between Sc viet-led Com- 
munism and American-led capitalism in the 1 J50s, and that 
endured and engulfed much of the rest of the world in the 
second half of this century. Totalitarian and authoritarian 
Mamst-Communism, as we now see in retrospect, will 
probably be recorded in history as a relativel r brief experi- 
ment that was blown out of proportion becaus : it challenged 
and often threatened the American-dominated ideological, 
commercial and intellectual discourse of the past several 
decades. f 

A more sober and thorough analysis of the Communist- 
capitalist confrontation, however, suggests to me and to many 
others around the world major geographical and chronological 
flaws in the American perception of contem horary history. 
First, the very ethnocentric American viejv sees history 
primarily through the prism of American dvibsation, without 
adequately considering the status of billions of (people in other 
parts of the world, especially in the developing |CO on tries off the 
South. Second, this is a very partial historical assessment Ithat 
starts and ends with modern American history, without 
adequately taking into consideration the longer span of huiman 
history against which a more honest and complete historical 
assessment should be undertaken. ’ 1 

The non-radal elections in South Africa and the beginning 
of the end of Zionist domination in Palestine!, on the other 
hand, are much important symbols of two global phenomena 
— anti-imperialism and anti -colonialism — whose historical 
span and geographical impact are far greater thaip the 
Communist-capitalist face-off of the second half of this 
century. f J- 

Apartheid in South Africa and Zionism in Palestine are two 
ideologies whose roots are deeply entrenched in the predomi- 
nantly West European imperial and colonial adventure;* of the 
18th and 19th centuries. Palestine and South Africa effectively 
comprise the world's last two colonial liberation movenaents; it 
is appropriate, and rather neat, that they should mark 
significant turning points during this same month in 1994. This 
is espedally apt in Palestine, in view of the fact that the Zionist 
movement was launched in Europe in 1894 — exactly a 
century ago. j 

The broader struggle that is underway now in the.-; world is 
not about physical liberation from colonial occupation, be- 
cause most colonised lands have been freed. The struggle that 


.we see crystallising today around the world is against a 
predatory brand of cultural and ideological arrogance that 
emanates primarily from the United States. It is interesting to 
see this straggle in its many contemporary forms: the French 
struggle against cultural domination by the American fil m an d 
media industry; the Chinese and others m East Asia firmly 
stand up to American notions of human rights; the Japanese 
try to hold their ground against American commercial market 
dictates; the Indians, Pakistanis and North Koreans refuse to 
bow down to American views of who should and should not 
develop domestic nuclear and ballistic missile industries; 
Singapore refuses to knuckle under American objections to 
application of Singapore's punitive civil law to an American 
young man whose sentence was carting for vandalism; China, 
Saudi Arabia and other countries apply stricter regulations 
about who can own satellite dishes in (heir countries; many 
lands turn to their communal ethnic, tribal and religious- 
identity as an alternative to the Western concept of individual 
rights exercised within structures of civil society; and, in. 
perhaps the most challenging phenomenon to deal with, 
without eledtuig hysterical charges of inhuman anti-Semitism, 
; we see communities around the world reacting with mixed 
emotions to the screening of the award-winning film Schind- 
ler's List, which revives, once again, the horrors of the 
Holocaust. 

“The world Is not saying that America is 
bad and American ways are repugnant. 
We are saying that the United States has 
to be more sensitive to the cultural 
norms and political sentiments of other 
peoples, and more realistic about its 
capacity to export political and moral 
values along with its successful export of 
material goods.” 

These are not isolated incidents.' They are individual strands 
of a wider emotional and political tapestry of sensitivities 
around the world that reject a wholesale conversion to 
American political and cultural values. The picture is not all 
black and white, because most cultures also happily adopt 
many American and Western products, systems and values. 
The world is not saying that America is bad and American 
ways are repugnant. We are saying that the United States has 
to be more sensitive to the cultural norms and political 
sentiments of other peoples, and more realistic about its 
capacity to export political and moral values along with its 
successful export of material goods. 

The most interesting and difficult of the phenomena I 
mentioned above is the reaction to the film Schindler’s list. 1 
have not seen the film, but it seems to me that the global 
reaction to it reflects a wider irritation with the American 
insistence on exporting Holocaust ideology to the rest of the 
world. There is no denying the reality, the honors, the 
suffering and the moral calamity of the Holocaust against the 
Jews. Those who deny these are callous and cruel to the point 
of inhumanity. 


Italy’s moment of truth 


Voters opt for a force to fill a vacuum in 
show of disenchantment with the old ways 


By Daniel J. Wakfai 

The Associated Press 

ROME — When a leader in 
Italy’s victorious conservative 
coalition said Benito Mussolini 
was the “greatest statesman of 
the century,” he wasn't saying 
anything he hadn’t said before. 

And it didn’t mean Italians 
had decided suddenly to bring 
back a fascist dictatorship by 
supporting the coalition, which 
won last week’s parliamentary 
elections. 

But it drove home seme 
truths about Italian politics af- 
ter the fell of the centrist par- 
ties that ran the country since 
the end of World War n. 

In their absence, Italians 
showed their deep-rooted con- 
servative nature by voting for a 
rightist coalition, even one that 
included Fascism’s descen- 
dants. over a left dominated by 
the former Communists. 

“Young people voted for 
(die right) because there was 
something new there,” leftist 
commentator Vittorio Foa said 
in an interview published 
Saturday in La Stampa. 

‘The left stayed with its 
rituals. It did not leave the 
past,” Mr. Foa toM the Turin 
daily. 


Two years of corruption 
scandals had destroyed! . the 
centrist Ouistiaii Democrats 
and Socialists. Silvio Be i rlnsco- 
m jumped into the breach in 
January. 

His winning coalition com- 
bined the National All liaoce. 
Fascism’s heirs; the Rejponal- 
ist Northern League lied by 
Umberto Bossi; and : i pre- 
fabricated party, Forzai Italia 
(Let's Go, Italy) created by 
Mr. Berlusconi himself, a mul- 


and Gianfranco Fini, who re- 
named his neo-Fasdst Italian 
Social Movement, the National 
Affiance. 

Mr. Fini’s party jumped 
from 34 to 106 seats in the 
630-scat chamber of deputies, 
where the conservative coali- 
tion has a 366-seat majority. 
That gives him a key voice in 
the formation of the next gov- 
ernment. 

He and Mr. Boss), despite 
the easier pause Saturday, con- 


4 ‘Young peopjle voted for (the right) 
because there (was something new there 
...The left stayed with its rituals. It did 
not leave the jpast,” leftist commentator 
Vittario Foa.. 


timillionaire who co 


ntrols a 


television, insurance a tad retail 
empire am) Italy’s niost suc- 
cessful soccer team. 

Skillfully using pu blic rela- 
tions, American-stj , le cam- 
paigning and televis on, Mr. 
Berlusconi promised 1 millio n 
new jobs, an unfettered free 
market, privatisation and the 
magic phrase: tax cu ts. 

But he knew from ’l he begin- 
ning that he needed both Bossi 


tinued their bickering. Mr. 
Bossi repeated he may not 
bring the league into a govern- 
ment, and again ruled out Mr. 
Berlusconi as premier. Mr. 
Bossi is pushing for a federal 
system, which Mr. Fini 
opposes. 

“Maybe Bossi will under- 
stand that be did not win the 
elections on bis own,” Mr. Fini 
said. The National Alliance 
leader is pushing for a directly 


elected president, who current- 
ly is chosen by parliament. 

On Friday, Mr. Fini was 
quoted in an interview as 
saying dictator Mussolini was 
the century's “greatest states- 
man,” but denied his party had 
finks to Fascist ideology of the 
Mussolini era. His party, which 
favours the death penalty, 
tougher immigration laws and 
attracts neo-Nazi skinhead 
supporters, is “post-Fasdst,” 
he said. 

One of its leading members, 
who won reelection to the 
chamber of deputies, is Ales- 
sandra Mussolini, granddaugh- 
ter of the duce, who ruled Italy 
from 1922 until 1943. 

In. feet, Mr. Fini has been 
malting such statements for 
some time, praising Mussolini 
as a statesman in October 
1992. He has called Fascism’s 
radal laws an “error that led to 
a horror." 

Some commentators on Sun- 
day said Mr. Fini’s latest re- 
mark amounted to a blunder or 
attempt to keep hard-core fol- 
lowers in the fold. 

“The entry into the war of 
1940 alone... is enough to can- 
cel any merit and make (Mus- 
solini) be considered the worst 
of tiie century,” Gianni Riotta 
wrote in Conierc Delia Sera. 
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Western democratic values in a strategic, oil-nch 1 region that* 
was threatened by Communism. Israel, like the Communist- 
capitalist battle, has been assessed in the American political-, 
psyche within the narrow perspective of 

•can experience and national interest — without adequately^ 
appreciating the impact of the state of Israel on Palestinian*^ 

^It £ noteworthy that many around the world are n °wstatiriig|k 
openly that the repeated projection of the Holocaust is 
necessarily inappropriate, but perhaps somehow mawnplete^. 
Like the American worldview of Communism and the end of 
the cold war, it is historically and geographically truncated . >. 
We now hear calls for a parallel appreciation of the masa^ 
suffering and genocidal anguish of others, in other parts 01 the. - 
world, in other periods of history — such as the catastropheof ~ 
the slave trade for Africans in the 17th-19th century, the 
suffering of American blacks during the centuries of slavery, 
the national anguish of Armenians and Kurds, the century-: 
long agony of the Palestinians and the horrendous impact of , 
European imperial conquest on indigenous peoples in North . 
an A South America in the last half a millennium. 

The intellectually honest and historically truthful thing to do 
is not to deny the Holocaust, but to see it as one of the most 
appalling of many national catastrophes that have plagued 
h uman civilisation during the last 500 years of the imperial era. 
Unlike the Holocaust, these other national catastrophes did 
not necessarily a willful, deliberate plan to exterminate an 
entire race or ethnic group. But like the Holocaust, they (fid 
result in mass, sustained suffering, dislocation, denial and 
death for tens of milli ons of people. They also fell into the 
category of the consequences erf Western colonial and imperial 
arrogance and racism writ on a global scale, within a time 
frame measured in half a millennium, rather than half a 
century. 

This, not jnst the demise of the Communist footnote, is the 
real historical era that is drawing to a close now; these are 
some of the people who look forward to a new world order 
that is rid of the psyche of racist colonial and imperial 
domination. This is the more comprehensive and honest view 
of global history that we and others would like the world to 
grasp at this moment of transformation and hope around the 
world. 
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Clinton in a bind 
over Greece and 
Macedonia 

By Alan Eisner government of President K 

Reuter s ‘ 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton, anxious to put the 
war in former Yugoslavia well 
behind him, now finds himself 
in the middle of an increasingly 
dangerous standoff between 
Greece and Macedonia. 

Complicating the situation 
from Mr. Clinton’s viewpoint 
is the noie of the influential 
Greek- American community, 
whose leaders have thrown 
their weight firmly behind 
Athens and are pressing the 
president to do me same. 

“The situation in Macedonia 
is becoming quite worrisome. 

It is potentially one of the least 
stable places m the region and 
its stability is coming under 
increasing pressure,” said 
Robert Hayaon, a scholar at 
Pittsburgh University. 

“Macedonia is in the classic 
position of a buffer state. None 
of the surrounding countries 
can allow anybody else to con- 
trol it,” he said. 

Macedonia is strategically 
important because any spread 
of the Yugoslav conflict to 
within its boundaries would 
likely draw in other parties, 
notably Greece, Albania and 
Bulgaria. 

The dash between Greece 
and Macedonia centres on the 
name of the former Yugoslav 
republic and some of its 
national symbols, which 
Greece says belong to the 
Greek nation. Greece objects 
to Macedonia calling itself 
Macedonia, saying that title- 
must be reserved for its own 
northern province. 


via woju tApcmua uuu d j 

full-scale Balkans conflict. 

Last week, Washington 5 
a special envoy, Matti 
Nzmetz shuttling betwi 
Athens and the Macedot 
capital of Skopje. He repoi 
little concrete progress. Gr 
Prim e Minister Andri 
Papandreou is scheduled 
meet Mr. Clinton at the W] 
House April 22. 

Meanwhile, Greek- An 
ican leaders headed by Mi 
land’s Democratic Sena 
Paul Sarbanes recently 1 
Mr. Clinton and top aides i 
managed to persuade him 
to establish nilJ diplomatic 
lations with Skopje, accord 
to news reports. 

Washington Post colunu 
Jim Hoagland wrote two a 
cles on the issue last we 
accusing Mr. Clinton of “c 
mg in to the Greek lobby 
Asked if the United Sta 
took tiie opinions of Gre 
Americans into account 
fomung its policy on Mac^i 
rna. State Department Spok 
man Mike McCurry said; 441 
take into account the views 
Americans when we formul 
~~ 'ficy, of corns “ 
Stai “ 



- ^ — But 

it found itself isolated when the 
other 11 members of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) recognised 
the republic under the name, 
“the Former Yugoslav Repub- 
lic of Macedonia,’ 1 followed six 
weeks ago by Washington. 

Greece reacted to the U S 
decision by clamping a block- 
ade on Macedonia barring it 
from using the port of Saloni- 
ka, through which 80 per cent 
of its trade usually passes. 

With the Greek public whip- 
ped mto a fury, an estimated 
million people paraded down 
the streets of Salonika last 
week backing their enw™ 
meat’s tordfiie % 

The United States would 
like to resolve the dispute be- 
fore the moderate Macedonian 


tie State __ r „ 

: .in a written re 

to questions from Reute 
rts policy towards Mac 
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problems between Gree 
Uie Fanner Republic of 
donia, the statement ! 

General John Shalik: 
"“innan of the U.S. 
S ,e 5. of Staff , under 
Sl?E rat £ glc agnificancc 
South Balkans by v 
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announcing that anotin 
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HlHg reaffirms support 

(Continued from pace 1 \ , 

an addresc vmrina H. 


£ A«b Nation and 
for tbc sake of ensuring a 
better and more dignified fu- 
toefor the coming genera- 

• “W°rds fail me in express- 
“I. ^flings in solidarity 
wth the Palestinians in view 
oi the Hebron massacre and 
the continued suffering of the 
people of Hebron and other 
parts of the occupied lands,” 
Kmg Hussein said. 

“We pray to God to see the 

day when every Arab would 
recognise the magnitude of 
sacrifice offered by the stead- 
fast people in the occupied 
lands." 

“We pledge to pursue all 
possible efforts to help allevi- 
ate your sufferings and pro- 
vide whatever assistance you 
need,” the King said. 

The president of the Khalil 
AI Rahman Society in Am- 
man representing the people 
of Hebron in Jordan, 
Waheed Ja’abari, delivered 


an address voicing Hebro- 
nites’ deep gratitude to the 
King and the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and people for their 
help to the victims of the 
Hebron massacre. 

Jordan had set up a nation- 
al committee to raise funds 
for the victims of the mosque 
attack and has been hosting 
the injured in Jordanian hos- 
pitals for treatment. 

Leading members of the 
Hebron delegation also deli- 
vered addresses in which they 
outlined the peoples’ suffer- 
ings under occupation and 
referring to the arbitrary me- 
asures adopted by the Israeli 
authorities against the 
Palestinian people. 

Later Mr. Ja’abari 
announced that King Hussein 
bad offered to personally 
finance the cost of treating 
the wounded from the mas- 
sacre not only in Jordan, but 
also abroad. 

Mr. Ja’abaxi voiced the 
gratitude of the Hebron fami- 
lies for the King's offer. 


Israel vetoes Arafat aides 


(Continued from page 1) 

qboul and M arwa n Barghouti 
as well as FTDA member 
Jamal Zakout. 

Most of the 43 expellees 
are affiliated with Fateh. 

Dr. Arouri, a prominent 
member of PLO reformists 
led by former chief peace 
negotiator Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, plans to resume his 
political activities upon his 
return heme. 

Upon his return to his 
hometown of Ramallah, Mr. 
Arouri said, “I will take up 
my duties in civic and politic- 
al society. We have a lot of 
work to do.” 

A former professor at Bir 
Zeit University, Dr. Arouri 
hopes to take Ids post again 
at the most prominent insti- 
tute of higher education in 
the occupied territories which 
was closed for years for edu- 
cating young Palestinians on 
theories of nationalism and 
political freedoms, known as 
“incitement against the 
state” in Israeli parlance. 

%j Dr. Arouri is one of five 
1 deportees taking his family of 
four home on Tuesday. “The 
children are taking a few days 


off school to come home. 
They will finish the school 
year before moving back to 
Ramallah in the summer.” 
Dr. Arouri was expelled for 
intifada-related activities in 
1988. 

But not ail returnees are 
politically affiliated with 
prominent political parties. 

At least 15 are largely non- 
politidsed individuals expel- 
led by Israel shortly after the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

“My husband was not poli- 
tically active when be was 
deported in 1971,” said Jazia 
Thawabteh, 70, of her hus- 
band Rashid Salem, now 93. 

Deported from his home- 
town Beit Fajar, a village 
seven kilometres outside 
Bethlehem, Rashid Salem 
Thawabteh was 70 when 
Israel expelled him to Jordan 
for political activities of 
“young men in our family,” 
said his wife. 

“At the time they 
threatened younger people 
who were in hiding by 
punishing other members of 
their families,” she said. 
Rashid Thawabteh returns 
Tuesday to his five children 
and several dozen grandchil- 
dren. 


Blaze at Amman hotel 


(Continued from page 1) 


dow and injured himself could 
not be immediately confirmed. 

“As of this evening we have 
40 guests who chose to stay 
with us,” Mr. Kanaan said. 
“We are continuing dean-up 
and hope to be back in busi- 
ness in three days.” No esti- 
mate of damages was im- 
mediately available. 

The injured were six Bri- 
tons, two Italians, three Iraqis 
and one Jordanian. 

Dr. Adwan, the tourism 
■minister ,~ told the Jordan 
Times: “The fire would have 
been catastrophic had the hotel 
not used fire-retardant mate- 


Unmatching bullet found in mosque 


(Continued from page 1) 

were “concentrations of blood 
found at spedfic spots.” 

“The amount of blood on 
the rugs wasn’t so great con- 
sidering the type of attack,” 
Mr. Segal replied. He said this 
was probably because worship- 
pers were warmly dressed, “so 
blood was absorbed by their 


Oman says Yemen talks failed 


(Continued from page 1) 


.added. 

■ The minister said Oman 
■hoped the Yemeni rivals would 
now resolve the political ^crisis 
“at their own initiative” and 
that they would settle their 
differences in order to main- 
tain Yemeni unity. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh, 
who left Oman separately on 
Monday, were the former lead- 
ers of North and South Yemen 
respectively before the two 
merged in 1990. . 

They have been locked m a 
paralysing feud for eight 
months over the balance of 
power in the United State be- 
tween its conservative and 
tribe-dominated north and the 
largely secular, formerly Marx- 
ist south. 

' The two men signed a recon- 
ciliation accord in Amman in 
February which was supposed 
to end the quarrel by bringing 
in political and economic re- 
forms. 

But there has been intermit- 
tent fighting between nvm 

army units since then, and Ye- 
men’s northern and southern 
political parties have continued 
to trade insults and socum each 
other of wanting to split tne 


country in two again. 

Political sources in Sanaa 
said the Omanis were already 
frustrated with Yemeni army 
units, which agree to move out 
of areas where they are con- 
fronting rival troops only to 
move back again when the 
committee. lias gone. 

Sources in the vice- 
president's Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) said in Aden that 
Mr. Saleh stormed out of the 
talks at Salalah, the remote 
resort of Sultan Qaboos, thre- 
atening to use force to bring to 
heel leaders who continue to 
defy him. 

This could not be confirmed 
with Mr. Saleh's General Peo- 
ple’s Congress (GPC) or by 
independent sources, but di- 
plomats in Sanaa and officials 
in neighbouring Arab states 
said they feared a military con- 
frontation which neither side 
could easily win. 

Diplomats said the United 
States and other Western and 
regional powers fear Yemen 
could follow the pattern of civfl 
war in Somalia, just across the 
Red Sea, where rival warlords 
control the devastated country- 
side. 


Sarajevo upbeat 
on anniversary 
of war 


rial in construction and fur- 
nishings. 

“As a rule, the concerned 
authorities ensure that such 
materials are used in hotels. 
All other similar hotels in Jor- 
dan have such preventive mea- 
sures against fire.” 

It was the second fire at a 
major Amman hotel in two 
years. In March 1992, a faulty 
electric circuit caused a fire at 
the Inter-Continental Hotel, 
killing an Iraqi businessman 
who was caught iu a stalled 
elevator. 

In December 1994, a blaze 
at the Safeway Department 
Store, also blamed on a faulty 
circuit, injured more than 300 
people. 


By Kurt Schork 
Rearer 

SARAJEVO — Few shoppers 
pause to stare at the one crater 
tfl their shattered city that 
marked a turning point in Bos- 
nia’s brutal war. 

Withered bouquets mark the 
spot where a mortar bomb 
exploded in Sarajevo's central 
market, killing 68 people and 
wounding nearly 2QQ others. 

But in a city where mounting 
bad become a way of life, 
Sarajevans are looking beyond 
mere survival for the first time 
since the war began two yean 
ago this week. 

Attracted by rapidly falling 
prices and a restored tram ser- 
vice, secure in the knowledge 
that Serb guns which laid siege 
to the city have been silenced 
by the threat of NATO air 
strikes, buyers sift through a 
motley selection of goods dis- 
played in the outdoor stalls. 

Vendors offer bruised pota- 
toes smuggled in through a 
tunnel built under the city air- 
port. Housewives barter pack- 
ages of humanitarian aid for 
cigarettes. The setting may be 
sombre, but the mood is up- 
beat. 

“I feel like I have come out 
of a dark bole, a cave, because 
now we have some hope,” said 
65-year-old S aima , who sells 
home-grown vegetables. 

“I had three grandchildren 
killed bv a shell m my garden. 
So I will never forget the war. 
The Serbs are still on the hills 
all around us. But the shooting 
has stopped. Even if we can’t 
call tins a real peace it's better 
than what we had:” 

The market massacre moved 
the conscience of a world 
which had become inured by a 
war in which 200,000 had 
already been killed and two 
million made homeless. 

The international commun- 
ity's response was prompt. 

NATO ordered all heavy 
weapons withdrawn from 
range of the city or surren- 
dered to the United Nations, 
which then brokered a cease- 
fire between rebel Serbs and 
Muslim-led government troops 
defending the capital. 

With the truce in its eighth 
week and holding, Bosnia’s 
battered capital is slowly get- 
ting back to its feet. 

Neighbourhoods that shi- 
vered in the dark through two 
winters of war are getting their 
water, power ana gas lines 
repaired. In a city long- 
addicted to coffee and leisurely 
conversation, scores of new 
restaurants and cafes are open- 
ing every week. 


Small numbers of civilians 
are even beginning to move 
between Muslim ana Serb-held 
sections of Sarajevo over a 
bridge -recently re-opened 
under a landmark “Freedom of 
Movement” agreement. 

The market massacre 
prompted the United States to 
jump into the diplomatic fray 
over Bosnia. The result has 
been a surprise federation 
agreement between govern- 
ment and Croat forces that 
radically alters the prospects 
for peace. 

Once allies against rebel 
Serbs. Muslims and Croats 
spent most of 1993 fighting 
each other for territory in cen- 
tral and western Bosnia. Their 
rapprochement has created a 
political and military counter- 
weight that is putting rebel 
Serbs off their stride. 

Although the Serbs still 
occupy 70 per cent of Bosnia, 
they now nice a unified Mus- 
lim-Croat front and near uni- 
versal condemnation as the 
war’s initial, and most consis- 
tently barbaric, aggressor. 

Neighbouring Serbia, the 
Bosnian Serbs’ paymaster, has 
been crippled by economic 
sanctions imposed by the Un- 
ited Nations to hasten an end 
to Bosnia's war. 

The combination of a Mus- 
lim-Croat reconciliation and 
diplomacy against the Serbs is 
already paying dividends on 
the ground m Bosnia. 

The Muslim enclave of Mag- 
laj, under siege by Croats and 
Serbs for nine months, recently 
opened to relief convoys after 
surviving the water on rations 
dropped from the air. 

Humanitarian aid is sudden- 
ly streaming into central Bos- 
nia from Croatia's Adriatic 
coast, along routes long block- 
ed by Croat forces. 

As the war winds down, 
Sarajevans who spent two 
years scrounging firewood and 
heaving jerry cans of water are 
worrying about new problems. 

Jobs, housing and education 
remain in doubt so lone as 
Sarajevo remains ringed by 
armed Serbs proclaiming a 


Mothers on opposite 
sides live in fear 


clothing.” 

Both Mr. Nadivi and Mr. 
Segal appeared to rule out 
claims by Arab witnesses that a 
grenade was thrown during the 
shooting. 

Israel Radio said two 
Palestinian hospital directors 
were to testify after a recess 
Monday. Prime Minister Yith- 
zhak Rabin was scheduled to 
testify on ‘Wednesday. 


By Wafa Amur 
Reuter 

HEBRON — Widad Al 
Jaabari and Shelli Karzen are 
two mothers., an Arab and a 
Jew, living in fear in the heart 
of Hebron. 

Ms. Jaabari lost her husband 
in the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre on Feb. 25, one of dozens 
Muslim worshippers gunned 
down by Jewish settler Baruch 
Goldstein. 

Ms. Karzeo is one of 400 
Jews settled among 110,000 
Arabs in the occupied West 
Bank town. Arab gunmen 
have killed Jews there. Arab 
youngsters stone her children. 

The two women have not 
met, but both say that living in 
fear is unbearable. 

“I live with my children in 
terror for being surrounded by 
settlers,” said Ms. Jaabari, a 
mother of eight still mourning 
her husband. 

“I gather my children 
around me at night and we all 
sleep in the corridor, not in our 
bedrooms. We are afraid they 
might barge in and kill us,” she 
said. 


The Jewish settlement of 
Kiryat Arba, where Goldstein 
lived, is only 100 metres from 
her house. A fence separates 
the settlement from her gar- 
den. She said a Kiryat Arba 
road was built on land belong- 
ing to her husband's family. 

Since the massacre Ms. 
Jaabari has kept her window 
shutters overlooking the settle- 
ment firmly shut. 

Last week as Ms. Jaabari 
walked in her garden, a Jewish 
woman holding a baby looked 
at her from an apartment win- 
dow and motioned with a fin- 
ger across her neck as if to 
signal the Arab woman would 
be better off dead. 

“1 have not been able to 
sleep ever since from fear,” 
Ms. Jaabari said with tears 
welling up. 

Ms. Kaizen immigrated to 
Israel from the United States 
10 years ago and moved a short 
time later with her family to 
the Jewish enclave of Tel 
Rumeida, home to only seven 
families, in the heart of 
Hebron. 

“I’m not happy Palestinians 
are. suffering, but I wish the 


Israel, PLO work on police 

(Continued from page 1) 


Major-General Amnon Sha- 
bak, Israel’s deputy chief of 
staff and Mr. Shaath's usual 
negotiating partner, also 
joined the tails. 

Dr. Shaath said on Sunday 
that the negotiators needed 
Gen. Shah&k to be present to 
deal with some of the points 
under discussion. 

Dr. Shaath said three prom- 
inent lawyers from the West 
Bank and two from the Gaza 
Strip wens also arriving on 
Monday to take part in nego- 
tiations on legpl aspects. 

The PLO and Israeli teams 
need to decide what laws will 
apply in the occupied territor- 
ies in the Transitional period 
leading to an agreement on 
their final status. 

At the moment a mixture of 


Israeli, British and Ottoman 
laws are in force, alongside 
some Egyptian laws in the 
Gaza Strip and some Jordanian 
laws in the West Bank. 

“Six committees will be 
meeting day and night to reach 
agreement. There will be 
achievements every day on the 
way to reaching final agree- 
ment,” Dr. Shaath added. 

On Sunday he said there 
were no longer any serious 
sticking points and the nego- 
tiators should be able to sort 
out all the details of Israeli 
withdrawal and Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho 
within two weeks. 

Israeli soldiers and police 
hauled away equipment from 
bases in Jeridho Monday ahead 
of the handover to Palestinian 


new, ethmcally-pnre, republic 
on their side of the line. 

Tens of thousands of re- 
fugees and war invalids are 
competing for scarce food, 
shelter and medical care in a 
capital still, racked by shor- 
tages. 

Money for rebuilding the ci- 
ty's schools, factories and hos- 
pitals is promised. But interna- 
tional donors will have to con- 
tend with a local bureaucracy 
mired in the Communist ways 
of former Yugoslavia. 


By Susan Cornwell 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Last 
Spring, Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton was dubbed “Saint Hill- 
ary” by a New York Times 
reporter for her emphasis on 
spirituality. A year later the 
image in the news is closer to 
our lady of the fast buck. 

Some political analysts think 
Mrs. Clinton has been knocked 
off the pedestal on which 
all first ladies stand, at least for 
a while, by revelations that she 
made a quick 5100,000 in the 
high-risk commodities markets 
15 years ago. 

“I think it’s scarred her.” 
said Bruce Fein, a constitutional 
and presidential scholar. “It 
looks like she’s aggressive and 
grasping, engaged in profit- 
making like an old-time buc- 
caneer.’’ 

But Mrs. Clinton's defen- 
ders say the different facets of 
her personality are exagger- 
ated by the media and her 
critics. 

“She goes from being Saint 


i'll VI^li'TVfnlTTj 


The swings in this are hysteric- 
al. It's just nuts,” said Lynn 
Cutler, a Democratic activist 
and longtime friend of the first 
lady. 

Mrs. Clinton's commodities 
trading came into the spotlight 
last week because of the inves- 
tigation into other business 
dealings she and President Bill 
Clinton had in the Whitewater 
land deal back when he was 
running the state of Arkansas. 

No one has accused the first 
lady of any legal wrongdoing. 
But many are frankly envious 
of her gains in the cattle fu- 
tures markets, where she 
turned a $1,000 stake into 
5100,000 in 1978-79 while her 
husband was first attorney 
general, then governor of 
Arkansas. 

Mrs. Clinton opened the 
commodities accounts the 
same year she and her husband 
invested in the Whitewater 
deal with a savings and loan 
operator regulated by the 
state. The thrift later foiled and 
is now under federal investiga- 
tion. 

The Clintons' critics zeroed 
in on the foci that her principal 
adviser in the markets was 
James Blair, the lawyer for the 
Tyson Poultry Company, 
which received 59 million in 
state loans while Mr. Clinton 
was Arkansas governor. 

The New York Times editor- 
ialised Thursday that the Clin- 
tons had been ‘ r a well-meaning 
young couple who seemed to 
nave an extraordinary indiffer- 
ence to, or difficulty in under- 
standing, the normal divisions 
between government and per- 
sonal interests.” 

Others contrasted the re- 
velations with the Clintons' 
earlier crusade against the 
greed of the go-go 1980s. 

“I think it has changed their 
image. Whether they under- 



Hillary Clinton: from “Saint Hillar y” to the lady of the fast buck (AFP photo) 

The first lady’s image 
affected by trades 


stand that or not, they are not 
all goodness and light... They 
were soiled by the 80’s too , 
said Larry Sabato, a political 
scientist at the University of 
Virginia. 

Mr. Fein noted Mrs. Clinton 
had enjoyed an image as a 
smart lawyer. He said the com- 
modities trading “sullies her 
image as someone who worked 
hard and made profits just by 
being brilliant. Most people 
don’t think trading in cattle 
futures has any greatness for 
the country.” 

But Ms. Cutler, a former 
vice chairwoman of the Demo-' 
cratic National Committee, 
said “I think everybody under- 


stands the need to make a little 
money.” 

She noted Mrs. Clinton was 
a breadwinner for her family, 
working as a lawyer while her 
husband was the nation’s 
lowest-paid governor. His 
starting salary in 1979 was 
S33.519. 

Ms. Cutler noted that photo- 
graphs of Mrs. Clinton from 
her commodity-trading days do 
not show a jet-setter. 

“If you look at the pictures, 
you can see this Was not a 
woman who cared about 
clothes. She was not saying. 
‘I’m gonna throw this stuff on 
my back.’ It was, Tm gonna 
build for my fomily,”’ the Clin- 


tons’ only child. Chelsea, was 
bom in 19S0. 

Last May the New York 
Times’ Michael Kelly tagged; 
Mrs. Clinton “Saint Hillary” • 
after she rapped the nation's: 
"crisis of meaning and spir- ; 
ituality” and called for a new ■ 
“politics of meaning.” Her' 
father had just died. 

But Ms. Cutler said “the last 
person m the world whbV 
going to daim sainthood is 
Hillary Clinton. I'm sure she, 
fell down laughing when she; 
saw that.” ! 

The politics of meaning, she*, 
said, was reflected in the Clin-; 
tons' “deep, true commitment* 
to make this country better.'” 



A Palestinian woman raises her hands in anger as she mourns the lulling of members of her 


Arab population can say the 
same thing, ” she said while her 
husband uri walked into the 
room with a rifle strapped over 
his shoulder. 

“We are the ones being 
threatened, and have protec- 
tion and hide behind plastic 
windows... My kids get pelted 
with stones on their way to 
school and they think Arab 
kids are the bad guys,” said 

self-rule and a possible visit 
next month by Mr. Arafat. 

Youths lobbed stones and 
bottles towards the police sta- 
tion in the central square of the 
sleepy oasis town in an 11th 
hour show of resistance to 
Israel's 27-year-old occupa- 
tion. 

Soldiers, mindful of foreign 
TV cameras, replied with the 
occasional percussion grenade. 

Elsewhere in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
they shot and wounded 27 pro- 
testers, mostly in Hebron, 
Palestinians said 

PLO officials in Tunis con- 
firmed on Monday that Mr. 
Arafat planned to visit Jericho 
in May. 

Jericho residents, inducting 
PLO officials, said that as 
usual they had been told no- 
thing by Tunis of what was 
happening. 


Ms. Karzen, the pregnant 
mother of three. 

Israel captured Hebron, a 
town holy to both Muslims and 
Jews, along with the rest of the 
West Bank in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Ms. Karzen said Jews had 
since settled in parts of the 
town where they lived before 
being killed ana forced out in 
Arab riots in 1929 and 1936. 

They watched silently as 
trucks took away furniture and 
files from the heavily protected 
police station opposite the 
town hall balcony from which 
Mr. Arafat is expected to 
address Palestinians on his re- 
turn. 

On the edge of town soldiers 
made a bonfire of old furni- 
ture, signs and rubbish at the 
civil administration headquar- 
ters. The army-run authority 
which administers the occupa- 
tion and cranes lifted portaka- 
bins on to trucks. 

On the road to Jerusalem 
bulldozers levelled ground for 
new offices and a new army 
border post. Palestinians said 
the position of this and another 
post on the northern edge of 
the town showed that the size 
of Mr. Arafat’s Jordan Valley 
enclave would be S4 square 
kilometres, less than a quarter 


“We came here because it is 
our home, our roots are here, 
and we believe we came here 
as representatives of the Jew- 
ish people,” she said. 

Ms. Karzen said she be- 
lieved Palestinians ultimately 
wanted Israelis out of Hebron, 
and ail of Israel for that 
matter. 

Neither woman offered hope 
for an easv solution to tne 


of his original demand. 

Israeli security officials stres- 
sed that soldiers and police 
were not yet leaving, merely 
equipment. 

In Gaza City authorities be- 
gan moving 600 prisoners from 
Ansar II prison camp to a 
detention centre in the Negev 
desert on Sunday night and by 
noon Monday only about 25 
remained to be moved. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sand, a top nego- 
tiator in earlier talks with the 
PLO, said he believed talks in 
Cairo would be completed by 
the end of April and the pull- 
out completed two or three 
days later. 

“At the end of April or the 
beginning of May everything 
wiU be concluded, negotiations 
and implementation as well,” 
Mr. Sand told reporters after a 
cabinet meeting on the talks. 

“Yasser Arafat could visit 


r family (AFP photo) 

settlements issue, or for peace- 
ful coexistence. 

“We will never live in peace' 
as lone as they are among us. 
They nave forced themselves 
on us and built their homes on 
our land,” Ms. Jaabari said. 

If settlers did not leave Heb-‘ 
ron, “Palestinian families who 
lost members of their families 
in the most brutal massacre 
will seek revenge.” she said. 

then — in May.” 

Israel had vowed to put off 
withdrawing troops until 
reaching a written agreement 
on security but has now de- 
cided to implement what is 
agreed immediately. 

Housing Minister Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer said: “Definitely 
we have agreed in order to save 
time. That movement should 
be from both sides — as well as- 
allowing the (Palestinian) 
police... to get in- At the same 
time we are pulling out all 
forces that are not required to 
guarantee the area.” 

The cabinet decided on 
Monday not to discuss relocat- 
ing Jewish settlers from Heb- 
ron at this stage. 

But Mr. Sarid said the gov- 
ernment should compensate 
Israelis who wanted to leave 
the Gaza settlement of Dugit 
to “set an example for other 
settlers willing to leave.” 
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Bank of Jordan 
reports brisk 
work in Ramallah 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Hundreds of 
customers line up at the Bank 
of Jordan, the Kingdom's 
second-largest bank, when it 
reopened its first branch in the 
occupied West Bank Monday. 

The office in Ramallah is the 
first of nine branches the bank 
plans to open throughout the 
occupied territories as part of 
the peace agreements to give 
Palestinians autonomy. 

Ishak Akari, the bank’s 
director, said that business in 
the first day in the occupied 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
was surprising and unexpected. 

“It is very encouraging for 
the first day, we never ex- 
pected such a crowd,” Mr. 
Akari told the Associated 
Press. 

He said that at least 250 new 
accounts were opened in his 
bank on Monday, handled by 
about 45 employees. 

Last month the Bank of 
Israel issued a permit to the 
Bank of Jordan to open a 
branch in Ramallah. 

Mr. Akari said eight other 
Bank of Jordan branches will 
open in major West Bank cities 
in the next two months, and 
will also open banks in Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip. Palesti- 
nians are expected to start 
assuming control of the areas 
this month. 

Eight Jordanian banks oper- 


ated 31 branches in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip until the 
lands were seized by Israel in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

One bank, the Cairo- 
Amman Bank, was allowed to 
reopen in 1986 under a special 
arrangement that gave Israel 
control over the bank's opera- 
tions. The restrictions kept 
other Jordanian banks from 
reopening. ( 

Following progress in the 
peace talks between Israeli and 
Jordan, both sides signed an 
agreement of understanding 
that included Israeli approval 
of reopening of all closed 
Jordanian banks. 

Mr. Akari told Reuters: 
“The bank started full opera- 
tion today. The next step will 
be to open branches in Nablus, 
Jenin, Hebron — and this will 
take place within the coming 
three months. 

“We will also open branches 
in Bethlehem, Gaza, Jericho 
and Qalqilya later on. We have 
not encountered any problems 
yet. Our operations got off to a 
normal start today.” 

Mohammad Aii Ibrahim, 
assistant manager of the Bank 
of Jordan, said in Amman on . 
Sunday that the Ramallah 
branch would have full bank- 
ing operations including trans- 
fers in dinar and foreign cur- 
rencies, loans, and letters of 
credit. 


Bargain hunting 
cuts Wall Street 
stock losses 


NEW YORK (R) — Blue-chip 
stocks plunged Monday morn- 
ing amid fears of higher in- 
terest rates, but managed to 
narrow their losses as bargain 
hunters bought up hard-hit 
issues. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average was off 34.83 points at 
3,601.13 at 1 p.m. (1700 
GMT), rebounding from an 
early loss of more than 83 
points. 

The New York Stock Ex- 
change (NYSE) invoked its 
automatic limit on computer 
programme trading to slow the 
market's descent when the 
Dow lost more than 50 points 
in 10 minutes. 

Despite the market's partial 
recovery, sentiment remained 
overwhelmingly negative, with 

2.000 issues down and less than 
300 up. Trading volume was 
heavy at more than 194 million 
shares on the NYSE. 

The Dow set a record high 
close on Jan. 31 of 3,978.36. It 
has been backtracking under 
pressure as reports pointed to a 
stronger- than -expected U.S. 
economy. 

The latest setback was trig- 
gered by Friday’s report that 
non-farm payrolls in March 
rose by an unexpectedly brisk 
456.000, nearly double the 

234.000 rise forecast by eco- 
nomists. The jobless rate held 


EUROPEAN COLLECTOR 
OF WR1STWATCHES 



Private collector visiting Amman is looking to buy old 
wrist and pocket watches ONLY of the following 
brands; 

Patek Philippe 

Rolex, Vacheron & Constantin, Cartier, 

A. Lange, Movado chronographs. 

In steel, gold or platinum (condition does not matter). 
If you have one of these watches call for an appoint- 
ment to: 

Dr. Raul Cuellar 

Hotel InterContinental, Amman, Tel. 641361 
Only 3 days until 7.4.94 
Don’t miss this opportunity. 

After this date write me at: 

R. Cuellar, Strada di Gandria Zy 
6976 Castagnola - Switzerland 
Tel.: 0041 91512387 


steady at 6.5 per cent, as ex- 
pected. Monthly persona! in- 
come and spending were also 
reported with unexpectedly 
strong gains. 

Economists said given the 
economy's expansion, only 
125,000 jobs can be added each 
month without fuelling infla- 
tion. 

The reports fanned inflation 
fears and boosted the prospect 
that the Federal Reserve will 
tighten credit again to keep the 
economy from overheating. It 
has raised interest rates twice 
in two months to tighten cre- 
dit. 

The stock market was dosed 
Friday for the Easter holiday. 
The bond market, which was 
open, was rocked by the jobs 
data, and the yield on the 
treasury’s key 30-year bond 
shot up to its highest since 
January 1993 at 7.28 per cent. 

The yield escalated anew 
Monday, rising to 7.30 per 
cent. 

The rapid rise 1 of the long 
bond yield is disconcerting and 
damaging the equity markets, 
so at the moment all is coofu- • 
sion r ■ said Alan Ackerman, 
analyst at Reich Co. 

Investors have been selling 
stocks, fearing that the higher 
cost of borrowing money could 
stifle die economy. 

Phil Orlando, equity port- 
folio manager at First Capital 
Advisers, said the 3,550 level 
for the Dow was a key support 
that should bold, nd that the 
market could see a bounce. 

“Hie equities, in order to 
catch up with Friday’s collapse 
in the bond market, had to sell 
off to about the 3,550 level and 
that happened in about the 
first hour,” Mr. Orlando said. 

“My best guess is that we 
find support at 3,550 and see 
the market tread up from 
there,” he said. 

Economists speculated the 



Traders on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 


central bank might move to 
raise interest rates this week. 

Gregory Nie, a market 
analyst at Kemper Securities, 
said while small hike would 
further pressure an already 
reeling stock market, a sharper 
one could sow the seeds of a 
rebound. 


“If they do a substantial 
move, there we would go down 
and rally quickly.” he ex- 
plained. “There would be a 
jolt on the news but then relief 
on the feeling that this may be 
all the medicine we have to 
take.” 

Mr. Orlando said bargain 


hunters were focusing on eco- 
nomically sensitive cyclical, 
high technology and auto- 
mobile issues. 

Among stocks .seeing some 
bargain hunting was Caterpil- 
lar, up 1 VS to 113 Vi. 

Among Dow components 
stepping gingerly into positive 


territory, Du Pont was up Va ai J _ 3 - 
53V*, Procter Gamble rose VSH t 
to 53% and McDonalds. Corpse \ 
was up V5at 57%. \ 

The NASDAQ index was-i- j 
down 14.31 points at 729.15.j~' j 
and the American Stock E x-SrC \ 
change index lost 7.56 pomts atiT- ; 
435.55. " ’ 
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China says it can live without GATT membership 


BEUING (R) — China wants 
to join GATT but will not take 
membership at any price and 
can live without die world free 
trade body if necessaary, an 
official newspaper has said. 

“With- or without access to 
GATT, China will emerge as a 
powerful global competitor,” 
the China Daily quoted a 
senior official as saying. 

The newspaper said Li 
Zbongzhou, deputy director 
general for international rela- 
tions at the ministry of foreign 
trade and economic coopera- 
tion, ruled out accepting mem- 
bership of the General Agree- 


ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) at any cost. 

“The bottom line is equal 
treatment,” Mr. Li told the 
newspaper. 

“China hopes to obtain un- 
conditional most-favoured na- 
tion (MFN) treatment equiva- 
lent to that accorded to all 
other contracting parties by 
participating in GATT,” Mr. 
Li said. 

“It is important to point out 
that tins is the fundamental 
international principle applied 
universally, not a privilege as 
claimed by certain political 
arguments,” he pointed out. 


Turkish lira plummets 
ahead of austerity package 


ISTANBUL, ,XR) Turkish 

lira took a sharp downturn 
Monday, plunging 11.5 per 
cent to the dollar over expecta- 
tions that economic austerity 
measures would push interest 
rates and relax the tight grip on 
the currency market 

The lira fell to 30,500 on the 
interbank, down from 27,000 
Friday. Astronomic interest 
rates, which at one point hit 
1,000 per cent, kept the dollar 
in tight control'in the past two- 
weeks. 

“People bought the package 
expectation today, they may 
sell it tomorrow,” said one 
banker, adding that he ex- 
pected stability measures could 
even include a; surprise de- 
valuation of the' lira. 

Unconfirmed details of the 
economic stability package 
already hit newspaper head- 
lines, according to which price 
rises in state-sector goods in- 
cluding petroleum will be up to 
100 per cent and value added 
tax 1 rates will. be increased. • 
The government is also ex- 
pected to cut jobs, restrict 
wage rises, freeze investments 
and swiftly privatise state 
firms. 

The central bank may also 
widerr banks' reserve require- 
ments to help the frail lira 
regain its credibility. 


Some bankers said tbi' dcJP 
lar, which jumped 105 per cent 
against the lira since Jan. 1, 
was overvalued. “There is no- 
thing concrete to justify this 
rise,” said one fund, manager. 

“The stability measures will" 
lead us towards stagflation.. The 
dollar’s rise has toslow down 
after the package is disclosed,” 
said the same banker who 
asked not to be named. 

Also helping the dollar was 
the central bank's apparent 
absence in the currency market 
for the first time in two 
months. 

Uncertainties about the dol- 
lar’s future trend kept its spot 
price in the bazaar currency 
market below the interbank 
levels. By midday, it was trad- 
ing at the 28,000-29,000 lira 
range. 

“There are uncertainties, 
people prefer to wait,” said 
one. 

Istanbul Stock Exchange in-, 
dex raced 8.84 per cent up to 


end at; 16356.48, " as investors 
rushed to buy shares on the 
prediction that Mrs. Ciller's 
measures would calm the 
money markets. 

“Prices are very cheap for 
buying,” said Kerem Konir, 
assistant general manager at 
Hak brokerage. The market 
had lost 48 per cent in the 
period between Jan. 13 and 
April 1. 

News the annual consumer 
price inflation jumped to a 
23-month-high in March at 
73.6 pfer cent had hardly any 
impact. Monthly price rise was 
5.2 per cent, down from six in 
February. 

Bond, yields shrank in thin 1 
volufne and traders said inves- 
tors were keen on completing 
deals before interest rates are 
trimmed. 

But one banker said he ex- 
pected short-term rates to re- 
main high for some time, 
although those on the longer- 
end could fall. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The triple sextile to Neptune, 
Sun and Man offers a special 
opportunity to bring your special 
capabilities to the attention of 
higher-ups who can help you 
advance in career matters. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
An opportunity to advance pre- 
sents itself early in the day so be 
alert. The path to greater success 
and happiness is open to you if 
taken. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have much energy now so 
be sur ero schedule your activi- 
ties wisely. Associates are more 
willing to cooperate now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

You are able to handle important 
business matters very well now 
but be wary of obstacles in your 
path. Safeguard your health dur- 
ing dus time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Strive for increased har- 
mony in the home. You can 
delve into new aims and get 
excellent results now by your 
hard effort. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
busy communicating with every- 
one who is important to your 
welfare. Sidestep one who is 
detrimental to your progress in 
getting ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You have Gne'ideas that 
could mean added income in the 


future, so don’t waste time put- 
ting them in operation for your 
utmost success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Engage in outside in- 
terests that could give you more 
abundance in the days ahead. 
Strive for increased happiness 
from your loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are able to 
solve a problem that has been a 
puzzle to you in the past. Plan 
how to have more accord with 
associates you are involved with. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be sure you 
know what your true personal 
aims are before going after them. 

Come to a fine agreement with 
fellow associates you meet. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have same ex- 
cellent ideas that should be' dis- 
cussed with influential persons 
who can help you put them 
across to those in charge. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can make 
good progress in a new project 
you have in mind if you apply 
yourself seriously. Don’t neglect 
your health, 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Put your talents to work that 
could give you more abundance 
in the future. Be active and be 
sure of what you are doing to 
those in authority. 


The official newspaper criti- 
cised the United States for its 
of MFN for China. 
Washington insists -China 
makes progress on human 
rights before it will renew the 
low-tariff policy for. Beijing 
this year. 

Without MFN, Chinese 
goods would not be competi- 
tive in the huge and important 
U.S. market 

The China Daily said C hina - 
believed the U.S. approach, 
“runs counter to the spirit of 
GATT.” 

Mr. Li pledged that even if ‘ 
China failed to join GATT, its 
policy of economic r ef orm and 
opening to the world would 
conti nu e. 

But be warned that if China 


failed to get membership in the>; 
world body, countries that*-- 
wanted access to the huge>‘ 
Chinese domestic" markef.T.- 
wonld have to negotiate indi- 
vidually with Beijing. 

* "The world trade com-!--' 
m unity has a choice b e t ween ^ , 
acc eptin g China as an equal*,' - 
partner by granting - 
membership, or comfc' 
for access to 
ese market on a reciproc#,; 
he stressed. 

China's bid to join -GATT,"; 
has been stalled by. Western; 
objections, particularly from- ! 
the United States, that Beijing ' 
has not yet made enough of a 
.transition from a sodaiist-sty ley- 
planned economy, to 
capitalist-style market System. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
|fll byHanri Arnold and Mika Aiplrtan ■ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LEWJE 

n 


SARBS 


Lit 

□ 

□ 


CARECS 


±nj 


CITIE 

□ 



_ 

JL 



Now arrange the circled letters jo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: STOKE SCOUT CHALET CORNER 

Answer What the electrician said the movie was — 

A REAL SHOCKER 


THE Daily Crossword by 


ACROSS 
1 Handle of a vase 
5 Fastener 
9 Spiral 
13 Superman's 
girlfriend 
1* Boring tool 

15 Warhol 

16 Start of versa 

19 Tamper metal 

20 Forever — da/ 

21 TV’s Charlotte 

22 Old Greek 
colonnade 

2 A Wigwam: var. 

26 Mora of verse 

33 Hive denizen 

34 Afternoon social 

35 Cassnarrte 

36 Proprietor 

39 Network letters 

41 Norse fates 

42 — system 
44 Except 

46 "0 sole — " 

47 More of versa 

51 itafiancity 

52 Malay canoe 

53 Actress Zsdora 
56 — Major 

58 Fly or ffea 

62 End of verse 
S 5 go bregtir 
66 Jittery 
67 Speech 
impediment 
66 Beet or pork 
68 Ancieni Dead 
Sea region 
70 Major ending 

DOWN 

• — mater 

2 Proper or 
common 

3 Omen 

4 Rate 

5 Embrace 

6 Taj Mahal site 

* Taken care of 

8 ForeteB 

9 Hack 
10 Lulu 

If Brainstorm 
12 Scrtnged 
instrument 
14 On the water 


IS 

S 

5 

S 

a 




CL 




L 





Henry SalzhandJer 


□. 





17 Solemn vow 

18 Serviette 
23 Last word 

25 'T h ® ro ~ Joy m 

Mudrib" 

26 Nuclear device 

27 More recent 

28 Tooth; pret. 

29 Synagogue 

31 Link 9m an 
Palmer 

^2 — no {choice 
words) 

37 Sea eegia 

38 Equips for use 

*0 Crescent 
point 

43 Certain ester 
45 Mora man ^ 
limes 

^ Refreshed from 
repose 

Sr °u» (stall) 

SO Pester 
annoyingly 
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Gulf Air chief criticises Arab airline competition 


MANAMA (R) — Guff Air 
President Salim Bin AE 
Assiyabi Monday criticised 
Arab carriers, indudme newly 
bom airfines in tbe region, for 
competing in a Ban ned market 
by offering lower prices. 

Mr. Assiyabi, whose airline 
has faced increas in g competi- 
tion in tbe Gulf, contrasted the 
“appropriate” European 
framework for regulating tbe 
air transport industry with tbe 
lack of a proper regulatory 
framework in the Arab World. 

“Arab airimes... compete 
within their Hunted markets at 


a time when European carriers 
are seeking to pool their poten- 
tials and resources by merging 
within a single company or 
entity,” Mr. Assiyabi said. 

“Here the picture shows the 
birth of new airfines competing 
with tbe existing carriers ana 
increasing tbe level of competi- 
tion within the same markets,” 
he said at the opening of the 
annual conference of tbe Arab 
Air Carriers Organisation. 

Mr. Assiyabi said that while 
European airlines were 
cooperating in pursuit of over- 
seas markets, Arab carriers 


Iran begins test run 
in petrochemical plant 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran Monday 
began test production in the 
second phase of a S3 billion 
petrochemical complex in the 
Gulf port of Bandar Khomeini, 
Tehran radio said. 

Tbe second phase would tri- 
ple output capacity to three 
million tonnes a y ear at Iran's 
biggest petrochemical com- 
plex, it quoted Ahmad Rahgo 
zar, deputy oil ministry and 
bead of the national petroche- 
mical company, as saying. 

Mr. Rahgpzar said the com- 
plex, Iran’s biggest, would pro- 
duce SI billion worth of va- 
rious products when it readies 
■ full capacity but did not say 
when that would be achieved. 

The project in northern Gulf . 
started in 1971 as a 50-50 joint ' 
venture with a Japanese con- 
sortium beaded by Mitsui and 
Company, but work was dis- 


rupted by Iran's 1979 Islamic 
revolution and Iraqi air raids 
(luring tbe 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Ban wanted Mitsui to com- 
plete the project after fighting 
ended but the Japanese side, 
which believed the project was 
no longer economical, with- 
drew in 1990, paying Iran 130 
billion yea ($900 million at the 
time). 

Mr. Rahgozar said Iran had 
invested $2.5 billion in tbe 
project and tbe Japanese con- 
sortium $500 million. 

Sixty-five per cent of tbe 
plant’s output has been sold in 
advance to German, French 
and Finnish firms to help fi- 
nance the project, he said. 

Bandar Khomeini would 
more then double Iran's 
annual ethylene output to 
600,000 tonnes. 


were competing on their own 
turf. 

He (fid not give names but 
both Qatar and Oman, which 
together with Bahrain and Abu 
Dhabi emirate in tbe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) own 
Gulf Air, recently set up sepa- 
rate airlines that compete with 
Gulf Air on some of its routes. 

Dubai, also in the UAE, has 
in addition set up the thriving 
E mirate s Airline. 

Mr. Assiyabi had until now 
publicly brushed off sugges- 
tions that tbe new airlines 


Saudi firm 
to invest $13 m 
to make trailers 

MANAMA (R) — The Saudi 
Land Transport Company 
(Mubarrad) plans to invest 
around 50 million riyals ($13.3 
million) to make refrigerated 
and dry cargo trailers, a senior 
company official has said. The 
official said Mubarrad, which 
converted to a joint stock com- 
pany in 1991. will start later in 
1994 to produce 1,000 units a 
year in the Saudi Capital 
Riyadh. 

He said the firm, which ships 
vegetables and lamb meat to 
and from Gulf Arab states, 
posted a 6.2 millioa riyal (Si. 7 
million) net profit in 1993, up 
from 4.7 million (SI .3 million) 
a year earlier. 

The Riyadh-based Mubar- 
rad proposed a 15 million riyal 
(S4 million) cash dividend to 
shareholders for 1993, higher 
than its entire 1993 net profit. 


might hurt Gulf Air, stating 
that his company would com- 
pete cm service, but his re- 
marks Monday dearly demon- 
strated his unhappiness with 
the new market situation. 

“In Europe, competition be- 
tween airlines foens on provid- 
ing excellent services to pas- 
sengers while tbe Arab carriers 
are competing to offer lower 
prices,” Mr. Assiyabi said. 

Mr. Assiyabi said reports 
indicated the world airlines, 
with the exception of a few 
airlines including Gulf Air, lost 


around 53 billion in 1993. They 
bad accumulated losses of S8.5 
billion in the 10 years ending in 
1992. 

He said Gulf Air made a 
steady profit averaging S47 
milli on in the past three years, 
up from an average S25 million 
a year from 1980 to 1990. 

The passengers using tbe air- 
line's services climbed to 4.3 
million in 1993 from three mil- 
lion in 1990. Cargo and mail 
services rose to 116,000 tonnes 
in 1993, up 73 per cent from 
67,000 tonnes in 1990. 


Mr. Assiyabi recommended 
improved coordination be- 
tween Arab airlines and also 
suggested gradual privatisation 
of the carriers “so that tbe 
consumer becomes tbe actual 
beneficiary of the profits of tbe 
Arab air transport industry." 

Gulf Air has long sought to 
sell part of its shares to the 
public. Its directors considered 
the matter in a meeting on 
March 30 and plan to make a 
final decision in June, Mr. 
Assiyabi said after the March 
meeting. 


UAE central bank starts issuing 
long term certificates of deposit 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
started issuing new certificates 
of deposit (C.D.s) which are 
expected to develop the 
domestic money market and 
make it easier for banks to 
cover a cash crunch. 

Bankers said Monday the 
centra] bank Saturday started 
selling new C.D.s with lifes- 
pans of up to 18 months, more 
than doubling tbe maturities of 
the C.D.S it previously offered. 

ft has also pledged to buy 
them back from local and fore- 
ign banks, giving them for tbe 
tost time the option of conven- 
ing C.D.s to cash whenever 
they want. 

“In the event banks need 
liquidity they can sell them 
back to the central bank,” said 
William All am, UAE Foreign 
Exchange Association presi- 


dent. “It provides backstop li- 
quidity.” 

But banks might have to 
take a loss if they do sell them 
back before the maturity dates, 
because the central bank will 
only pay for the time that has 
lapsed since tbe bank first 
purchased the CD. 

“They provide liquidity but 
potentially they might have to 
take a loss to realise it,” Mr. 
Alium said. 

Previously the 'central bank 
did not buy back at all the 
C.D.s it issued for one. two. 
three and six months. 

It now also issues C.D.S for 
nine, 12 and IS months. 

Bankers said this was signifi- 
cant because it gives investors 
an idea of the value of the 
dirham over a period of time 
— a longer maturity will en- 
able the banks to establish a 


yield curve for the dirham. 

Another new feature is that 
C.D.s can be purchased in 
dirhams instead of dollars, Mr. 
Alium said. Being dirham- 
based would enable the C.D.S 
to be used as a tee-off point for 
pricing other instruments. 

But it was too early to tell 
what effect tbe C.D. will have 
on the interbank market in 
dirhams. 

“They are selling them in 
dirhams but it’s too early to tell 
at the moment, we have to see 
how they price them over 
time," Mr. Alium said. “If 
they price them too aggressive- 
ly market liquidity could drv 
up." 

The C.D. rates are based on 
the London Inter Bank 
Offered Rate (LIBOR), at 
which the U.S. dollar is traded 
between banks in Europe. 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many_ villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
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Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 

• Open for Lunch & 
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a week 
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Live Via Satellite 
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4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
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Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


2nd- Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. Frenctiloaf 

Tel.653482 sJsu 





INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REM.OVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SER VICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
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AMMAN - JORDAN 
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' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
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Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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. 6:30 - Midnight . 
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■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle. Jabal Arman riear 
ANiyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
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7:00 — Midnight 
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STUDIO HAIG 
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1 Hour Service 
Develop -your colour film at 
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SZEEHWAN GARBENS 
EtifflESE RESTAURANT 
Topical Chinese Foods 
Skflied Chinese Chefs 
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Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, efficient, and 
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Lavic Beauty center 

For Facial cleansing, Massage, 
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MateUp And Bridal Make-Up. 


We usethebe« Reach Cosmetics 
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AilineTickets , Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


Lebanon, Syria , Turkey . Eycpt . 
Iraq . Cyprus , Ssnokck , Bataya 


MAM OFFICE: AL- FUMES 

TaL: 720887- Fax: 720887 

BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
Td.: 619551 72/3- Fax: 619553 



Call tel 
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Kozyrev: 
Policy 
changes 
are due 
fiI ;to elections 

P l£ MOSCOW (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev says 
* ht the recent hardening of Rus- 
™ sia’s foreign policy is a re- 
• sponse to the victory of hard- 
-liners in December’s par- 

— li amentary elections. 

W( Explaining the policy shift m 
wa a TV interview Sunday night, 
Mr. Kozyrev said Russia needs 
tn< lo reassert itself as a global 
P* power, but stressed that his 
new line should not be viewed 
as anti- American. 

] “If the extreme nationalist 
act opposition accuses me of being 
ba pro-American, it means we're 
ab- pursuing the right policy to- 
wards the United States. The 
Isr opposition wants to build rela- 
Ba dons with the United States 
bn and NATO on an enemy 
basis." he told the new inde- 
Ba pendent television network, 
op Since extreme nationalists 
in and Communists won about 40 
wi per cent of the national vote in 
an the Dec. 12 elections. Moscow 
ni; has adopted a more assertive 
as.* foreign policy and has been 
thiless inclined to follow 
Washington’s lead in interna- 
tional matters. 

— This was especially evident 
p— with Mr. Kozyrev, who has 

long been viewed as a pro- 
Western, reformist politician 
and was a favourite target for 
hardliners' attacks and resigna- 
tion demands. 

Mr. Kozyrev's new tough 
talk included a January speech 
pledging to defend the rights of 
ethnic Russians across the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

In a statement carried by the 
official news agency ITAR- 
TASS earlier this year, Mr. 
Kozyrev also said Russian 
troops must remain in former 
Soviet republics to avoid a 
“security vacuum” in regions 
of “vital interest to Russia.” 
The Foreign Ministry later 
claimed the statement was dis- 
torted. 

Under Kozyrev’s guidance, 
Russia has played an indepen- 
| dent peacemaking role in die 
former Yugoslavia, and now 
i wants the United Nations to 
recognise some of its 
. peacekeepers in restive ex- 
Soviet republics as U.N. 
troops. 

The foreign policy changes 
seem designed to pacify the 
hardliners, many of whom view 
President Boris Yeltsin as a 
Western puppet, mourn the 
loss of the Soviet Union and 
want to rebuild some form of 
Russian empire. 

Mr. Kozyrev said in the TV 
interview that the new foreign 
agenda was not a result of 
pressure by nationalists and 
other hardliners, yet he ack- 
nowledged that the elections 
bad much to do with it. 

“We would have been had 
democrats and I would no lon- 
ger respect myself if I did not 
heed the opinion of the voters, 
the voice of the people that 
was expressed in recent elec- 
tions, 1 ' he said. 

Mr. Kozyrev said some 
Western critics do not want 
Moscow to play a major role in 
international affairs. 

“If I'm criticised by those 
who clearly dislike Russia’s in- 
dependent role as a global 
j power — and there are such 
people in the West — I sec it as 

— a good sign," he said. “This 

P means that we are doing every- 
thing correctly.” 

Zhirinovsky’s past questioned 
Meanwhile, public records 
show that Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky, the Russian nationalist 
leader who campaigns on anti- 
semi tic themes, had a Jewish 
last name until age 18. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky vehemently 
denies that he or his parents 
were Jewish. Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky's origins have political sig- 
nificance in Russia because of 
his attacks on Jews, and the 
documents raise questions ab- 
out his candor. 

The public records were 
_ found by a reporter working 
A for the .Associated Press and 
Cable News Network in four 
archives in Alma-Ata, Kazakh- 
_ stan, the city where Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky was bom and raised. 
y c Mr. Zhirinovsky's Liberal 
T! Democratic Party won 23.5 per 
nscent of the national vote in 
Jt December's parliamentary 
Y elections, and be has said he 
will run for Russia’s presidency 
in 1996. Much of his political 
— strength rests on extreme 
^nationalists who are virulently 
anti-Semitic. 

Although the records do not 
say specifically who his father 
_ was, Mr. Zhirinovsky’s sur- 
name was listed on his birth 
registration as Eidelshtein. 
Documents show he applied 
for and received permission to 
change his name from Eidel- 
shtein to Zhirinovsky in June 
1964. 


U.S. believes N. Korea 
has 2 nuclear bombs 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States thinks 
North Korea may have already 
built two nuclear weapons and 
is developing a programme 
that could produce a dozen a 
year. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry said Sunday. 

Speaking on the NBC prog- 
ramme Meet The Press, Mr. 
Perry said the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) estimates 
that North Korea may have 
one, possibly two, nuclear 
bombs. 

“They are embarked on a 
programme of development 
which could get them a dozen 
or more bombs a year," he 
added. 

Mr. Perry said the United 
States could knock out North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons facili- 
ties but has rejected that op- 
tion because it might provoke a 
war. 

The United States did not 
expect to resolve its dispute 
with North Korea in a matter 
of a week or two and was 
prepared to be patient, he said. 

But “if that (stalemate) is 
the case six months from now, 
1 believe we would be out of 
the diplomatic mode and ap- 
plying pressure,” he said. 

Mr. Perry said U.S. concern 
about Norm Korea’s weapons 
programme included fears that 
it might sell them in the Middle 
East where it markets 
weapons, including short- 
range missiles, and that it is in 
the early stages of developing 
longer-range missiles that 
could strike targets in Japan 
and elsewhere. 

NBC News reported Sunday 
that North Korea plans wi thin 
two years to build a third plu- 
tonium reprocessing line some 
25 times as large as the facili- 
ties it now has. Plutonium is a 
key ingredient of nuclear 
weapons. 

Ah'. Perry said: “The issue at 
this time is not tied directly on 
whether they have one or one- 


and-a-half or two bombs. It is 
whether they will stop the nuc- 
lear programme that they have 
under way.” 

“Our first objective is to 
freeze foe programme where it 
is now,” he said. “Then we can 
be concerned with rolling that 
back.” 

The Washington Post re- 
ported Saturday that North 
Korea is in the process of 
doubling its plutonium capac- 
ity and has forged ahead with 
related nuclear reactor prog- 
rammes. 

The most worrisome con- 
struction has taken place in a 
reprocessing facility in Yong- 
byon which the United States 
has long contended should be 
dismantled, according to the 
Post 

A South Korean official said 
Monday bis government dis- 
agrees with the CIA report that 
North Korea already has de- 
veloped at least one atomic 
bomb. 

“There is no unanimous 
opinion on it even in the Un- 
ited States,” Assistant Foreign 
Minister Choi Dong-Jin said at 
a monthly news briefing for 
foreign reponers. 

“No one seems to have dear 
evidence that North Korea has 
developed nndear weapons or 
not," he said. 

At a New Year’s news con- 
ference early this year. South 
Korean President K™ Young- 
Sam said he had reliable intelli- 
gence reports that North 
Korea did not have an atomic 
bomb. He refused to elabo- 
rate. 

Meanwhile, Vice Foreign 
Minister Hong Soon-Young 
said Sunday the South Korean 
government should consider 
dropping its demand for an 
envoy exchange with North 
Korea as a major concession 
towards breaking the Korean 
nudear deadlock. 

The envoy exchange, along 
with full U.N. inspections of 


North Korea’s nudear facili- 
ties, has been a precondition 
for high-level U.S. -North 
Korea talks on improving rela- 
tions and resolving nudear dis- 
putes. 

Shelving foe envoy exchange 
could enable foe international 
community to pressure North 
Korea more effectively to 

accept inspections, Mr. Hong 
said. 

If Seoul makes the conces- 
sion, North Korea may feel 
more obligated to comply with 
the U.N. resolution on nndear 
inspections, be added. 

The presidential office de- 
clined to comment But Mr. 
Hong indicated his govern- 
ment may call a meeting of 
high-level seenrity officials this 
week to explore a new strategy 
on foe nudear dispute. 

Mr. Hong also said low- 
level, unofficial contact is 
under way between foe United 
States and North Korea on 
bow to break the impasse. He 
did not elaborate. 

North Korea accused the 
U.N. Security Council Monday 
of playing into U.S. hands by 
pressuring Pyongyang to allow 
unhampered international in- 
spection of its nudear facili- 
ties. 

A North Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told foe 
official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) that last 
Thursday’s Security Council 
statement was unreasonable 
and made no sense. 

According to KCNA, moni- 
tored in Tokyo, the spokesman 
said the statement was part of a 
U.S. policy of trying to stifle 
North Korea’s Communist sys- 
tem but this was bound to fail. 

Tbe United States is leading 
international ef for ts to deter- 
mine whether North Korea is 
secretly developing nudear 
weapons in contravention of its 
commitments under tbe nuc- 
lear non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT). 



Women watch the body of their friend Ethel 
Danise in tbe Durban township of Bambhayt who 


was allegedly shot by Inkatha Freedom Party 
supporters, while praying for peace at a wooden 
cross (AFP photo) 


U.N. says Serbs block 
observers from Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations said Monday Bos- 
nian Serbs had refused it per- 
mission to send more military 
observers to the Muslim en- 
clave of Gorazde. which has 
been under Serb attack for a 
week. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Rob Annink said Serb artillery 
and tank fire hit the town 
and the front lines Sunday but 
the fighting appeared to have 
died down overall in the so- 
called U.N. "safe haven.” 

One civilian was killed and a 
soldier in the Muslim-led army 
and four civilians were wound- 
ed in Sunday’s fighting. Mr. 
Annink told a new briefing in 
Sarajevo. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said the Bosnian gov- 
ernment army in Gorazde had 
repulsed two infantry attacks, 
one overnight and the second 
Monday morning. 

Mr. Annink said the U.N. 
Protection Force had sus- 
pended its plan to send more 
military observers to reinforce 
the present overworked four- 
man team in Gorazde because 
the Serbs encircling the eastern 
Bosnian enclave had refused to 
allow them passage. 

Mr. Annink said the Serbs 
had told UNPROFOR that 
they should delay their plans to 
send in the military observers 
because of "Muslim offensives 
and various combat activities’* 
in eastern Bosnia, includ- 
ing Gorazde. 

"So it’s off for the moment.” 
Mr. Annink said. 

Apart from the military 


observers, the international 
presence in Gorazde, where 
65.000 people' are trapped, is 
limited to a handful of aid 
workers. 

Meanwhile, the police chief 
in a Bosnian Serb town where 
up to 20 people have died in a 
wave of ethnic deansing has 
assured foe Muslims there they 
were safe. But many still want 
to leave, a U.N. offidal said 
Monday. 

Kris Janowski. spokesman 
for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Sarajevo, was 
briefing reporters on the situa- 
tion in Prijedor, a Serb 
nationalist stronghold in north- 
ern Bosnia from where the 
U.N. is planning a mass eva- 
cuation of non-Serbs. 

“We know that the local 
Muslim representative was 
approached by the local police 
chief who basically urged them 
not to go, saying they would 
receive guarantees of safety, 
that they would be safe and 
nothing would happen to 
them. 

“But from what we know 
they (Muslims and Croats) are 
not quire convinced that this 
would be foe case. The last 
time we spoke to them a lot of 
people said they would leave.” 

Mr. Janowski said there 
were no new reports of vio- 
lence against Muslims and 
Croats in Prijedor and other 
parts of Serb-held northern 
Bosnia. 

'The situation is apparently 
calm. There are more police on 
the street now." Mr. Janowski 
said. 


Britain, Ireland close 
ears to Sinn Fein plea 


DUBLIN (R) — Peace moves 
in Northern Ireland were stuck 
in a new rut Monday after IRA 
allies failed to convince Britain 
or Ireland they should treat its 
three-day truce as a key to end 
the conflict. 

Both governments re- 
sponded tersely to leaders of 
Sinn Fein, the Irish Republican 
Army’s political wing, who 
said Sunday the ceasefire starr- 
ing Wednesday was a crucial 
step forward. 

"What is needed is not a 
three-day ceasefire, after 
which the killing would begin 
again, but a permanent end to 
violence," the British govern- 
ment replied in a statement. 

"Sinn Fein should stop play- 
ing with people's emotions and 
deliver the end to violence that 
the people of Northern Ireland 
long for.” 

In a key Anglo-Irish initia- 
tive in December Britain 
offered outcast Sinn Fein lead- 
ers a place at talks on Northern 


Ireland's future, but only after 
foe IRA stopped fighting for 
three months and proved it 
would not resume guerrilla 
attacks. 

Sinn Fein has not replied, 
saying it needs Britain to ex- 
plain foe plan to it in face-to- 
face talks before any end to the 
IRA’s 25-year battle to end 
British rule in Northern Ire- 
land. whose Protestant major- 
ity wants to stay British. 

Sinn Fein leaders say an 
hour's meeting will do and 
urged British Prime Minister 
John Major at the weekend to 
se ize the opportunity during 
foe 72-hour truce, secretly if 

needs be. 

Sinn Fein head Gerry 
Adams and his number rwo 
Martin McGuinness stressed at 
weekend rallies that foe mice's 
importance lay in its "poten- 
tial” — an offer that if Britain 
responded the ceasefire could 
be extended indefinitely, 
sources dose to foe IRA said. 


Grachev 
confirms 
Russia ?• 
to sign 
NATO deal 

MOSCOW (R) — Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev con- 
firmed Monday that Russia 
planned to sign up for 
NATO’s partnership for peace 
programme this month and de- 
nied suggestions of a split in 
the Kremlin on the issue. 

He told ITAR-TASS news 
agency that he and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev had 
sent the appropriate docu- 
ments to President Boris Yelt- 
sin, who had given his verbal 
support to the proposal. 

"We hope Andrei Kozyrev 
will sign a framework agree- 
ment in Brussels in April on 
Russia's joining the ‘part- 
nership for peace' program- 
me,” Gen. Grachev said. 

"On foe whole I do not see 
any disagreement in the gov- 
ernment and presidential struc- 
tures on this question." 


S. Africa may delay vote in Natal 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Wracked by 
violence ana under a state of 
emergency, voters in Natal 
province may have to wait a 
few weeks longer than the rest 
of the country to take part in 
South Africa’s first all-race 
election. 

A summit of top leaders this 
week will consider delaying foe 
vote in Natal, where more than 
40 people have died in the four 
days since the emergency dec- 
laration. 

President F.W. De Klerk. 
African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela, Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini and 
bis uncle, Znlu nationalist 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
are to meet Friday to discuss 
the conflict over the April 26- 
28 election, foe first to include 
the black majority. 

News reports Monday 
quoted unidentified govern- 
ment sources as saying a possi- 
ble postponement of foe vote 
in Natal — which includes the 
Kwazulu black homeland led 
by Mr. Buthelezi — would be 
considered. 

Election officials said last 
week the vote could be delayed 
in Natal and Kwazulu. That 
would give leaders more .$!£&.- 
to. address Zulu demands fox;^ 


autonomy. International 
mediation of foe dispute could 
begin this week, and a settle- 
ment could prompt Mr. 
Buthelezi to end bis election 
boycott. 

Mr. Mandela’s ANC is 
favoured to win the election 
and lead the first post- 
apartheid government. It has 
pledged to eliminate black 
homelands, including Kwazu- 
lu, created under apartheid. 

That would wipe out the 
power of Mr. Bumeiezi, who 
has Invoked Zulu nationalism 
by saying foe ANC wants to 
destroy foe tribal culture. 

Mr. De Klerk, in conjunc- 
tion with the multiracial Tran- 
sitional Executive Council 
helping run the country until 
the election, last week de- 
clared a state of emergency in 
Natal to ensure free political 
activity. 

More than 1.000 South Afri- 
can troops have been sent to 
the eastern province, but 
violence has continued. Police 
reported four deaths Sunday, 
raising the toll to at least 41 
since foe emergency declara- 
tion. 

Politically motivated vio- 
lence also continued else- 
where.. In the Orange Free 
State province,’ police said Tao- 


ism appeared to be tbe motive 
for a drive-by shooting that killed a 
10-year-oid black girl and 
wounded a 63-year-old black 
woman. 

The two were in a crowd of 
black farmworkers walking on 
a road when they were fired on 
from white men in a passing 
car Sunday. 

In Natal, nine members of a 
family of ANC supporters died 
when their home was attacked 
Saturday near Port Shepstone, 
south of Durban. The victims 
included a 5-month-old girl. 

In another incident, assault 
rifle-fire from an ANC- 
controlled area killed one 
woman and injured another as 
they prayed Easter Sunday at a 
cross set up in foe streets of 
Bhambayi, outside Durban. 

Mr. Buthelezi accuses the 
ANC waging a low-level war 
against bis followers, while the 
ANC daims Znlu nationalists 
assisted by Kwazulu police 
have fomented violence to try 
to prevent voting in Natal. 

Most of foe nation's seven 
million Zulus live in Natal, 
where nearly a decade of fight- 
ing between Zulu supporters of 
foe ANC and Mr. Buthelezi’s 
Inkatha Freedom Party has kil- 
led thousands ofblacks. 
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‘Hosokawa fails to clear doubt about past’ 


TOKYO (R) — Two out of 
three Japanese say Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
has failed to dear up doubts 
about his controversial finan- 
cial dealings and should allow a 
fall probe, according to an 
opinion poll released Monday. 

A telephone poll of some 
1,500 respondents at the 
weekend revealed that 68.4 per 
cent were dissatisfied with Mr. 
Hosokawa's account of why he 
borrowed 100 million yen 
($980,000) from Sagawa 
Kyubin, a trucking firm at the 
centre of a 1992-93 payoff 
scandal. 

Only 14 per cent said they 
were satisfied with the prime 
minister's ride of the story, 
while the remainder were un- 
decided. 

About 68 per cent said foe 
prime minister should agree to 
a full probe of his affairs and 
allow his former political aide. 


who had been in charge of Mr. 
Hosokawa’s finances, to give 
testimony on tbe affair in par- 
liament. 

Japan started a new fiscal 
year on April 1 without a state 
budget because of a stalemate 
in parliament over Mr. Hoso- 
kawa’s refusal to provide more 
information on two past finan- 
cial dealings, including foe 
Sagawa loan. 

The opposition, led by the 
once- ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP), is holding the 
budget hostage in an attempt 
to force Mr. Hosokawa to 
agree to bring parliament two . 
witnesses who could reveal 
more about both affairs. 

Mr. Hosokawa has said that 
foe 100 million yen ($980,000) 
from Sagawa was a loan to 
renovate an ancestral estate 
and to purchase a Tokyo con- 
dominium. He said be repaid 
foe money with interest by 
1991 but has been unable to 


produce receipts to prove his 
point. 

The opposition maintains 
the money was used as unde- 
clared political donations to 
fund Mr. Hosokawa’s success- 
ful bid for election as governor 
of Kumamoto, southern 
Japan, in 1983 

The LDP is also demanding 
that a financial consultant 
appear in parliament for ques- 
tioning about a 1986 loan his 
stock investment firm gave 
Hosokawa nnder highly 
favourable conditions. 

Pofl respondents were di- 
vided over whether foe LDP 
should continue to hold the 
budget hostage. 

Forty-three per cent backed 
the LDFs strategy, while 44.5 
per cent said the budget and its 
accompanying income tax cuts 
should be passed first before 
parliament turned its attention 
to Mr. Hosokawa's affairs. 


Georgia, Abkhazia sign refugee return deal 


MOSCOW (R) — Delegates 
from Georgia and its rebel 
province of Abkhazia signed 
an agreement Monday on the 
return of refugees displaced by 
fighting and a joint appeal to 
the United Nations to deploy a 
peacekeeping force on the 
spot. 

"The second document is a 
declaration on measures for 
the settlement of the 
Georgian-Abkhazian con- 
flict,” U.N. Abkhazia envoy 
Edouard Brunner announced 
at the ceremony. 

"Here we have an applica- 
tion by the parties to the Un- 
ited Nations to deploy a 
peacekeeping force in the re- 
gion at foe same time as a 
ceasefire is decided upon,” he 
added. 

U.N. officials have until now 
been cautious about sending 
peacekeepers to the break- 
away Black Sea region — or to 
fall in with foe Kremlin’s idea 
that the U.N. should pay for 
Russian forces to police the 
conflict in the old Soviet back- 
yard. 

But U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali and Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev sat smiling as they 
watched Georgia’s representa- 
tive Sandro Kavsadze and 
Abkhaz Prime Minister Sokrat 
Dzhindzholiya sign the appeal 
in Moscow. 

“Let no one labour under 
foe illusion that it will all be 
plain sailing from now on,” 
Russia’s representative. Boris 
Pastukhov, told reponers after 
the signing ceremony. 


“There’s still a long, hard 
course to chart." 

Abkhaz rebels declared the 
province independent from 
Georgia in 1992, sparking off 
over a year of war which ended 
last year when foe rebels seized 
control. More than 200,000 
Georgians fled the province 
and clashes have continued 
ever since. 

Georgian Radio Monday re- 
ported fresh clashes on the 
'Georgian side of foe Inguri 
River, which marks the bor- 
der. 

But Pastukhov and the 
Georgian and Abkhazian en- 
voys all praised the mood of 
realism and compromise which 
had characterised foe break- 
through talks in Moscow, suc- 
cessive rounds of U.N. talks in 
Geneva have ended inconclu- 
sively. 

They said foe current deal 
had become possible because 
Georgia had bowed to a key 
Abkhaz demand to bar any 
Georgian ex-residents of 
Abkhazia who had fought 
alongside militants against 
Abkhaz separatists from re- 
turning. 

The Russian envoy made an 
emotional appeal of his own 
for those Western nations who 
called Georgia and Abkhazia 
their friends to match words 
with deed and play a more 
active part in helping the two 
peoples sort out their differ- 
ences. 

He did not specifically ask 
that this be done with U.N.- 
funded Russian peacekeeping 
forces. “We believe this pro- 


cess unit need international 
support to survive," Mr. Pas- 
tukhov said. "Russia, in any 
event, will do all it can to help 
these homeless people win 
back their peace and happi- 
ness.” 

“Tbe most important thing 
that each family — deprived by 
. the war and experiencing un- 
believable suffering — each 
such family and every such 
person should be able to sit at 
his own hearth again, even if 
his home has been destroyed 
by fire." 

“It seems to us that no one 
has a right to stand aside.” 

The Security Council on 
March 25 renewed the man- 
date, until June 30. of a 22- 
member U.N. observer mis- 
sion in Georgia. 

But the international body 
has been reluctant to contem- 
plate sending a possible 
peacekeeping force of about 
2^00 troops unless peace talks 
seemed likely to make prog- 
ress. 

Georgians and Abkhazians 
last met in New York from 
March 7 to 9 but foiled to 
complete an agreement. Mr. 
Brunner said three sets of 
negotiations would follow 
Monday’s signing ceremony. 

Refugee talks would start 
immediately m foe southern 
Russian city of Sochi, border- 
ing Abkhazia, full peace talks 
would resume in Geneva on 
April 9. he^sa^^Tk that 
talksusfi!^' 

ilan- 



ing Russian noops the status of 
United Nations peacekeepers 
in the former Soviet Union. 

“It is impossible since the 
U.N. cannot conduct a 
peacekeeping operation if it 
was not involved in it since the 
very beginning.” Dr. Ghali 
said in an interview Sunday on 
Russia’s new independent tele- 
vision network. 

However, he said Russia 
either could contribute troops 
to a U.N.-led peacekeeping 
operation in the former Soviet 
Union, or could continue its 
own peacekeeping efforts 
alongside an independent 
U.N. force. 

Russia wants its troops in 
Georgia, Tajikistan and other 
war-torn former Soviet repub- 
lics to be granted the status of 
United Nations’ “blue helmets” 
but to remain under Moscow’s 
command. Russia also has 
urged foe West to help pay for 
its peacekeeping efforts. 

So far, foe United Nations 
has refused those requests * 

Under U.N. rules, pea^W 

mg operations are undertaken 
by multinational forces from 
neutral countries and the 
troops are under U.N. com- 
mand. 

Foreign Minister Kozyrev 
said on television Sunday that 

he understood Dr. Ghali’s con- 
cern that turning Russian 
troops, into U.N. pcScekeSL™ 
could set a dan^*^ 

fit » B easy to wnagfoe 

other countries sending troo~ 
into neighbouring stalT^d 

then asking for U^N. stams^hc 


Briton falls out 
of jet aircraft 
and survives 

COLCHESTER, England (R) 
— A British man who feU out 
of a jet aircraft and whose 
parachute only, partially 
opened escaped with Minor in- 
juries after Ming 3,000 feet 
(900 metres) to the ground 
Sunday. Des Moloney’s ejec- 
tor scat broke from its mount- 
ing and crashed through the 
cockpit canopy when foe plane 
turned upside down in a ioof>- 
“I thought he was a goner, 
said Moloney's brother Tom, 
who was flying the jet Provost 
around Colchester in southeast 
England. Moloney, 28, got out 
of foe seat and pulled the 
ripcord, but the parachute was 
damaged and he hit the ground 
with a bump on grass near a 
supermarket, suffering cuts 
and bruises. Emergency . ser- 
vices found him cheerful but 
dazed, his first words to his* 
brother were: “R eport s of my 
death are premature.” One 
aviation expert said his survival 
was a miracle. 

Rolling Stone 
Jones ‘was 
murdered 1 

LONDON (R) — Hard-living 
Rolling Stones guitarist Brian 
Jones, found dead in his swim- 
ming pool almost 25 years ago, 
was murdered, British news- 
papers reported Sunday. A 
coroner recorded a verdict of 
death by misadventure when 
Jones, who bad split with Mick 
Jagger and the rest of foe rock 
tend, died at his mansion in 
rural Sussex in July 196 9. But 
according to accounts of two 
new books in foe News Of The 
World and The People, Jones 
was deliberately drowned. 
Quoting ' alleged death-bed 
confessions and the investiga- 
tions of authors, foe two news- 
papers — both saucy popular 
tabloids — give similar 
accounts of tbe last moments 
of the rock star’s life characte- 
rised by drug and alcohol 
abuse. ‘U killed Brian Jones.” 
screamed foe News Of The 
World. “Rolling Stone murder ■ 
sensation,” said The People. 1 
When Jones died it was gener- 
ally assumed that his lifestyle, 
a classic 1960s story of sex, 
dings and rock and roll, had 
got the better of foe 27-year- 
old Rolling jStone. But foe 
newspaper reports said that 
oife 5 or perhaps two people 
known to Jones murdered him 
by holding his head under the 
water of his swimming pool 
until his body went limp. Sus- 
sex Police, who accepted foe 
original verdict, said Snnday 
they would look at any new 
evidence. The Jones story has 
parallels with recent claims of 
suspicious circumstances sur- 
rounding the death of another- 
icon of rack and roll, Amer- . 
ican guitarist Jimi Hendrix, in 
1970. Hendrix, 27, died after 
overdosing on drugs at foe 
London home of tus German 
girt friend, a coroner recorded 
an open verdict at the time. 
Last month British authorities 
declined to reopen foe Hendrix 
case after newspapers reported 
claims that fresh evidence, in- 
cluding delays in reporting his 
death cast doubt on the origin- 
al verdict. 

Pedophiles 
luring children 
by E-mail 

BOSTON (AP) — 
pedophiles’ techniques 
new: Befriend some 
children, gain their trus 
them into sex. But foe 
is changing. Now, insti 
banging out in video aj 
pedophiles are increa 
staring into computer sc 
using electronic mail anc 
puter bulletin boards te 
children, authorities 
“Pedophiles are like a 
else. They’re becoming 
nigh tech and using it tc 
advantage,” said special 
Don Huycke of the U.S 
toms Service, which u 
gates international chile 
oography cases. “This 
information superhighv 
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Alfred O. Olsen of Wi 
Township, Pa., a nation: 

? 5°“9* uter crime 
week. John Rex, 23, of C 
sford. Mass., was indict 
charges he used a con 
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Calif., last year, „ 
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a computer netw. 
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Sports 



to visit Jordan 


% Aleen Bsnnayan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

. — As the Jordan 

Basketball Federation fJBF) 
prepares to comment its 
19W season, two momentous 
activities are expected to 
surety keep fans busy and 
rcrasmg throughout the up- 
coming months 

The visit to Jordan of for- 
mer world heavyweight box- 
ing champion Mobammad 
Ah m mid- April win be the 
first activity in which the JBF 
will cooperate with the Jor- 
dan Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped (JSFH) and the 
Hussein Society for the Re- 1 
habilitation of the physically 
handicapped in organising a 
charity match between the 
Kingdom’s top two teams AI 
Ahh and Al Orthodoxi. 

' Mohammad Ali, scheduled 
to arrive in Amman April 17 
at the invitation of His 
Majesty King Hussein, will 
attend the charity match 
which will be held under 
Royal patronage at the 
Sports Palace April 22. 

The legendary champion, 
who will be accompanied by 
family members, will alsn 
tour tbe Kingdom’s 
archaeological and touristic 
rites. An auction of some of 
his belongings will also be 
held to benefit both charities. 

The organising committee 
has set ticket prices at JD 3, 
and all proceeds win go to the 
JSFH and the Hussein Sode- 

*y- .. 

The visit is .sponsored by 
Royal Jordanian, die Am- 
man Marriot Hotel and 
Ahmad Isa Murad Co. 

The other basketball event 
in the country wQl be the 
Arab -Radio and Television 
(ART) Championship, one 
of die biggest international 
basketball tournaments held 
in the country, bringing 
together a host of top Arab 
teams May 5-15. 

Jordan Basketball Federa- 
te don President Awwad Had- 
dad, who heads the tourna- 
ment's executive committee, 
said preparations were well 
on conrse for bolding the 
tournament at the Sports. 
Palace with a good number gf. 
teaens from Arab countries, ;g 

addition to Jordan's Al AhlX-’ 
and Al Orthodoxi. 

. “This tournament will very 
much enhance the relations 
between various Arab fed- 
erations and dubs. It will also 
serve Jordanian basketball 
and give a big boost to orga- 
nisers, referees, players and 
fans,” Mr. Awwad told the 
Jordan Times Monday. 

The tournament will be en- 



Mo hammad Ali 

tirely sponsored by tbe Dal- 
lah Group for Communica- 
tions who are overseeing tbe 
initiation of ART’s broad- 
casting of their satellite sports 
channel from Amman In mid- 
June. 

Mohammad Qadri Hassan, 
who is representing ART in 
tiie tournament’s executive 
committee, told the Jordan 
Tunes that at least 10 teams 
had confirmed their parti- 
cipation: they are Al Ahli 
and Al Zamalek as well as 
Arab dubs’ champions AI 
Jazireh from Egypt, 
Bahrain’s Al Manama H who 
are champions of tbe Golf 
Cooperation Council, 
Lebanese league champions 
Al Riyadi and cup winners Al 
Hikmeh, Qatar’s Al Arabi 
and Qatar dobs and Al Ahli 
of the United Arab Emirates. 

Mr. Hassan added that 
Syria's Al Ittibad and Al 
Wihdeh were also expected 
to participate, in addition to 
teams from Tunisia, Morocco 
and Saudi Arabia. 

He also said that the cham- 
pionship, which is expected 
to cost ART over JD 
100,000, would ~be -seen all 
over the satellite channels 
and would also be covered on 
Jordan television. 

Daring tbe tournament, 
Jordanian basketball super- 
star Murad Barakat, will offi- 
cially retire from competitive 
basketball. 

A special booklet is now 
being prepared for the occa- 
sion dting Barakat’s long 
basketball career during 
which he represented Jordan 
in over 300 matches for the 
national- as well as military 
teams and led Al Orthodoxi 
during their undisputed 
domination of tbe basketball 
scene throughout the eight- 
ies, before losing it to all 
.time-rivals Al Ahli in 1990, 
1992 and 1993. 

Following the ART toom- 
ment, Barakat, who is now 
head coach of Al Orthodoxi, 
will travel to the U.S: for an 
advanced training course. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH H1RSCH 
©1933 TrtSuo, Merita Samoa. ho. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦Void 9AJ1052 073 *AQ10962 
What is your opening bid? 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hol d: 

M3 73 OAKQJ5 4AJ1033 
The bidding bos proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 7 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — East-West vulnerable, os 
Sooth you bold: 

4A 7KQ876 0762 #10642 
The bidding has proceeded: - 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 7 Poss 

1 # Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*AK 7J973 CKQ9872 #6 

Tbs bid din g bya proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

3 7 4 0 Pass 4 7 

Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

QJj — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4Q10G42 7Q83 062 4732 
Partner opens tbe bidding with a 
game-forcing bid of two spades. 
What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*976 7AQJ105 043 4JS2 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED 

To support foreign head of voluntary organisation required: 

- Good command of English and Arabic both written and 
spoken 

-Working knowledge of computer (Microsoft, Windows, 
Lotus). 

- Prefer Jordanian female with 3 years work experience using 
required skills. 

-Position includes organising, filing, scheduling, corres- 
pondence management, and efficient and courteous in- 
teraction on phone and reception of public. 

- Need a self-motivated, flexible professional willing to assist 

as needed. 

Send resume immediately to: 

Fax 612902 or Box 9363, Amman. 


NBA 

Drexler leads Blazers into playoffs 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (R) — Clyde Drexler 
scored 34 points, including 
three free throws in the final 28 
seconds to lead tbe Portland 
Trail Blazers into the playoffs 
with a 109-105 victory over the 
New Jersey Nets on Sunday. 

Rod Strickland added 18 
points for Portland, which clin- 
ched a playoff berth by beating 
the Nets for tbe 15th time in 16 
meetings. 

Derrick Coleman had 29 
points and Kenny Anderson 
added 25 and nine assists for 
the Nets, who have lost three 
of their last four games and 
dropped into the eighth and 
final playoff spot in the East- 
ern Conference battle for post- 
season berths. 

New Jersey erased a 10- 
point fourth -quarter deficit on 
Kenny Anderson’s 22-foot 
jumper with 42 seconds left 
that tied the game at 102-102. 

Drexler broke the deadlock 
and put the Blazers ahead to 
stay by hitting two free throws 
with 28 seconds remaining. 

Consecutive turnovers by 
the Nets enabled Portland to 
open a 107-102 lead on another 
foul shot by Drexler and a 
layup by Strickland. 

Magic Johnson was re- 
minded that there’s no place 
like home as Ins Los Angeles 
Lakers crushed the Atlanta 
Hawks 102-89 at the great 
Western Forum to raise tbe 
former superstar’s record to 
4-1 as coach of his old team. 

The Lakers have won 11 of 
their last 15 overall and a 
season-high six in a row at 
home. 

Eiden Campbell scored 17' 
points to lead a balanced 
attack for the Lakers, who 
kept alive their playoff hopes. 
They trail eighth-place Denver 


by 3-VSs games in the Western 
Conference with 32 games re- 
* znainmg. 

Los Angeles led 50-43 at 
halftime and used an 11-1 tear 
to open a 66-48 lead with 5:43 
left in the third Quarter. They 
never led by less man 11 points 
in the fonrth quarter. 

Also in Los Angeles, 
Hakeem Olajuwon poured in 
39 points to lead the Houston 
Rockets to a 106-98 win over 
the dippers. 

Dominique Wilkins scored 
36 points and grabbed 11 re- 
bounds’ to pace the Clippers, 
who have dropped five straight 

gamr<: 

Houston broke an 18-18 
deadlock with a 10-0 ran to end 
tbe first and begin the second 
quarter. 

A Robert Horry dunk gave 
tbe Rockets their largest lead 
of tbe game at 56-34 with 57 
seconds left in tbe first half. 

OLajuwan, who scored 22 
points in the first half, shot 
17-of-28 from tbe field and 
added 11 rebonnds and six 
blocks. 

Otis Thorpe had 17 points 
and nine rebounds and Kenny 
Smith collected 14 points and 
seven assists for the Rockets. 

In Phoenix, Kevin Johnson 
had a monster of a game as he 
was responsible for 76 points in 
a 108-98 win for tbe Suns over 
the Denver Nuggets. 

Johnson scored 42 points 
and dished out 17 assists to 
lead the Phoenix to their fifth 
straight win, while Denver suf- 
fered its third setback in a row. 

Johnson, who had 29 points 
in the first half, finished just 
two points shy of his career- 
best performance. 

The Suns held Denver to 
just nine points in the third 


Martinez wins first title of year 
at Family Circle Cup 


HILTON HEAD, South Caro- 
lina (R) — Second seed Con- 
drita Martinez of Spain de- 
monstrated her clay court pro- 
wess on Sunday by winning the 
750,000 Family Code Cup title 
with a decisive 6-4 64) victory 
over sixth seed Natalia 
Zvereva of Belarus. 

The title was the first of the 
year for the third-ra nked M ar- 
tinez and the ninth of 1 ? career 
titles won on day. 


“It feds really good because 1 
know it is such an important 
tournament and it is really 
important for me to win here,” 
said Martinez, who earned 
$150,000. 

The match featured the last 
person to beat Steffi Graf in 
Martinez, who defeated the 
German star in Philadelphia 
fmai last November, against 
the 'Only player to take a set 
from Graf this year. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT IN WEST AMMAN 

Furnished. Consists of: 3 or 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
glassed veranda and garage. Centrally healed and tel. line. 
Location: Ei Shmiesani. 

For more information call: Shahatit TeL No. 642021 
from 9:00 a^n to 2:00 p.m. and Tel. No. 665595 from 
4:00 pjn. to 7:00 p.m. Fax No. 646851 


for sale 

1994 brand new black BMW 5401, full options available for 
immediate delivery, duty unpaid. 

For further information, please contact 

From 9:00 a.m. - 13:30 pan . TeL : 621729/659671 
Afternoon Tel.: 813777/617100 


. REQUIRED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Instructress for secretarial subjects. University degree or 
high diploma in secretariat, very good standard of English. 
Priority is given to applicants with experience in teaching 
secretarial subjects and/or work in a reputable establish- 
ment. 

Send CV with telephone number to: P.O.Box 5374 


NEW VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Located in Abdoun, near the American embassy, 500m 2 . 
Consists of three bedrooms, one of them master, dining and 
sitting room, large salon, verandas, modem kitchen, central 
heating, garden and car park. 

For more details, please contact tel. 893435 
or 827026 Mr. Michael 


"Feel the Power 

Within You" 


Wear your birth stone! 


| AJATil 

Amra Hotel 

JEWELLERS 

Amman 


quarter — one more than the 
Nuggets’ all-time low. 

The Nuggets used a 13-0 
fourth-quarter run to make it 
close, but Johnson hit a layup 
for a six-point Suns lead with 
44.4 seconds left. Cedric 
CebaDos scored the final four 
points for Phoenix. 

At Detroit, Scottie Pippen 
led tbe Chicago Bulls to tneir 
first-even season sweep of tbe 
Pistons with a 96-93 victory. 

Pippen just missed a triple- 
double with 26 points, nine 
rebounds and nine assists. He 
scored 15 of his points in the 
second half as the Bulls won 
for the 10th time in 12 games. 

The Pistons, who lost all five 
games to Chicago this season, 
had not been swept by a cen- 
tral division rival in 14 years. 

A three-point jumper by De- 
troit’s Terry Mills with three 
seconds left cut Chicago’s lead 
to 94-93, but BJ. Armstrong 
nailed a pair of free throws to 
seal the win. 

Armstrong and Horace 
Grant each scored 16 points, 
while Isiah Thomas led Detroit 
with 17 points. 

In Philadelphia, Sherman 
Douglas scored 27 points and 
dished out a league season- 
high 22 assists as the Boston 
Celtics dealt the 76ers their 
franchise- record 11th straight 
home loss with a 135-112 
thrashing. 

- Douglas led six Celtics in 
double figures with his season 
high in points and career best 
for assits. 

Dino Radja scored 25 points 
and Kevin Gamble scored 17 
of his 19 in the fourth quarter 
for Boston. 

The woeful 76ers have drop- 
ped 10 in a row and 25 of their 
last 26 games. . 



The Ivory Coast’s Gael Tchiressoo a (7) 
Sunday wins the doe! between Ghana's Nil 
Odariey Lamptey (9) and Prince PoJey 


during the African Nation’s Cup quarter- 
final match in Sousse, Tunisia (AFP photo) 


Zambia realise dream but 
Ghana’s hopes destroyed 


SOUSSE, Tunisia (R) — Zam- 
bia's dream of a semifinal place 
at the African Nations Cup 
became reality on Sunday, but 
the hopes of Ghana Captain 
Abedi Pele were left in tatters. 

Zambia, who said before the 
tournament their best hopes 
lay in reaching the semifinals, 
achieved that goal with a 1-0 
win over Senegal at the Olym- 
pic stadium in Sousse. 

But Ghana, one of the pre- 
tournament favourites, were 
beaten 2-1 by the Ivory Coast 
in a repeat of the 1992 final. 

Fot Captain Abedi Pele, the 
only surviving member of Gha- 
na's last winning side in 1982, 
hopes of a second gold medal 
12 years on were ended in 


bitterly cold conditions. 

Abedi missed the 1992 final 
through suspension and, at the 
age of 31 . was hoping for a last 
chance of glory.’ 

But Ghana were stunned by 
an attacking Ivorian team who 
scored first in the 30th minute 
through Joel Tiehi, who had 
eariier missed a penalty. 

Charles Akunnor revived 
Ghana's hopes by converting u 
long-range free-kick in the 
77th minute but the Ivorians 
scored the winner just four 
minutes later through 
Abdoulaye Traore. 

The match, watched by an 
enthusiastic crowd of locals 
and European holiday-makers 
in the seaside resort town, was 


the best yet seen at the two. 
w-eek tournament. 

The Ivory Coast now play 
Nigeria in the first of the two 
semifinals in Tunis on Wednes- 
day. 

Earlier Zambia had secured 
their date with surprise pack- 
age Mali in a scrappy match 
against Senegal. 

Evans Sakala’s 3Sth minute 
drive, another of the long- 
distance efforts that have char- 
acterised the tournament, was 
enough to ensure Zambia’s 
progress. 

Their youthful team has 
been built up in less than a year 
after the air disaster that killed 
18 players last April. 


Sampras hot favourite for Japan Open 


TOKYO (R) — World number 
one Pete Sampras, fresh from 
victory at last week’s Salem 
Open, becomes tbe favourite 
for the $1 .06 million Japan 
Open following tbe withdrawal 
of injured world number two 
Michael Stidi. 

Top-seeded Sampras of the 
United States will take to the 
courts on Tuesday in search of 
his sixth title of the season and 
the 26th of his career. 

The 22-year-old defending 
champion, who has a bye 
through to the second round, 
will also be looking to extend 
his winning streak of 16 
straight matches. 

Now that Sticb is sidelined 
with a muscle injury, the main 


obstacles in Sampras' path are 
second seed compatriot 
Michael Chang and third seed 
Boris Becker of Germany. 

But none of these has been 
playing his best of late. Chang, 
immensely popular in Japan, 
crashed out at the hands of 
Swede Henrick Holm in the 
quarterfinals of last week's 
Salem Open in Osaka. 

Becker came to a more 
humiliating end, ousted in the 
first round by American Rob- 
bie Weiss, ranked 100 places 
below him. 

Other seeds in action on 
Tuesday include veteran Ivan 
Lendl, a winner here 14 years 
ago, Aaron Krickstein, Brad 
Gilbert, ail of the United 


States, and Amos Mansdorf of 
Israel. 

Seeds in action on Monday 
on the sun-drenched hard- 
courts at the Ariake Col- 
osseum included 10th seed Pat- 
rick McEnroe of the United 
States and the 11th seeded 
Holm. 

In tbe first round. Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden trounced 
Toshitsugu Mori of Japan 6-1, 
6-3, Robbie Weiss beat 
Maurice Ruah of Venezuela 
6-4, 6-1 and qualifier Michael 
Tebbuct of Australia outplayed 
Jan Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands 6-4. 6-4. 

Two seeds crashed out on 
the Srst day. Number 14 Jamie 
Morgan of Australia lost 3-6 


7-6 6-4 to American qualifier 
Lou Gloria and Javier Frana of 
Argentina. 15. was trounced 
6-2 6-0 by Australian Darren 
Cahill. 

Tenth seed Patrick McEnroe 
of the United States was taken 
to a first set tiebreak by Italian 
Omar Camporese before win- 
ning 7-6 6-2. 

. McEnroe, the highest men’s 
seed in action Monday, put in 
73 per cent of his fiist serves. 

Camporese hit on 53 per 
cent, but blasted 10 service 
aces to two by McEnroe in the 
one-hour, 28-minute match. 

The Italian broke serve in 
tbe fifth game of the first set 
and McEnroe broke back in 
the eighth. 


REQUIRED FOR ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 

Experienced, part-time 
teachers of: 

English as a foreign language 

applicants must have English as a first language. 

For further details please call: 
(643198-643199) dally from 9:GC a.m. to 5:00 p.r 


.FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, living and dining, central heating and 
telephone with private entrance. 

Jabal Amman, First Circle, Rainbow Street, near the 
British Council. 

Tel. 624833 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
IN ABDOUN 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 sitting areas, spacious kitchen, 
verandas, telephone and separate heating. 

If interested, please call: 

662016 from 10-2:00, 621377 from 2-6:00 


S/'/S/SSS/Sj'SSS/SSSSSSSA 



ALL THOSE WHO REGISTERED FOR THE 48 HOURS 
ENDURANCE SPONSORED BY THE JORDAN VALLEY 
ARABIAN STUD ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE MEET * 
ING ON FRIDAY ( 8/4/94 ) AT 8:00 AJA. AT THE SPJD IN 
THE JORDAN VALLEY . THE AIM IS TO PLAN THE TRIP 
ACCORDINGLY . RIDERS MUST BE COMPETENT . SCOTS, 
BREECHES , HATS AND FULL GEAR IS PROVIDED BY 
PARTICIPANTS . HORSES , SADDLES AND PROVISIONS 
PROVIDED BY THE JVAS . 

THE TRIP INCLUDES ENDURANCE IN CLIMBING 
MOUNTAINS , VALLEYS AND RUGGED TERRAIN , 
OVERLOOKING THE JORDAN RIVER . 

FRIENDS OF PARTICIPANTS CAN FOLLOW RIDERS AND 
PARTICIPATE tN THE ACTIVITIES . 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL ORGANIZER Or TRIP , 
MR. NASSER MIRZA 

TEL : 829882 - 829883 


☆ New Spanish language courses 

☆ Multi audio visual materials 

☆ Speciai time for beginners 
w- Ail levels 

☆ All classes start on 'll April 1994 


Registration is open now 


For further Information please call tel. 
610858, the Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Amman, Third Circle. 

Daily except Friday and Sunday from 8:00 
a.m. till 1:00 p.m. and from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


Cinema ■ TeL: 634144 Cinema 

. PHILADELPHIA 




dead again 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO, 6:15. 8:30. 1030 


Olivier Gruner 
IN 


Shows; 1230. 3:15. 5. &30. 850, 1030 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Rahil AI Mashsni Theatre 

Nabil & Hlshams TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE . 

CONCORD *1’ 

Hook 

Shows: 1230. 3:00, 6:30, 830, 10:30 ' 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

1 t 

Demolition Man 

Shows: 1230. 330. &15, 830. 1030 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
FovMddan x Forbidden 

Watch for the surprise — 
The next play.... 

The theatre reopens Wednesday 
April 6 

To present the last two weeks of a 
play: 

“Ahlan (welcome) Arab 
Summit Conference” 

The theatre is closed Saturdays 
and Sundays 
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IN BRIEF 


( Illness delays U.N. Afghan mission 


KABUL (R)_ — A U.N. peace mission in Afghanistan 
postponed an important meeting on Monday when its leader, 
former Tunisian Foreign Minister Mahmoud Mestiri, fell ill in 
the war-sharrered capital, Kabul. Mr. Mestiri arrived in Kabul' 
on Sunday and held talks with president Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni and his arch-rival. Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
who launched bis latest battle to topple the president on Jan. 
1. Both Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hekmatyar told the U.N. envoy 
they wanted peace but neither showed any sign of shifting 
from their long-held positions. Mr. Hekmatyar is demanding 
Mr. Rabbani's resignation while Mr. Rabbani says he has no 
plans to step down. Mr. Mestiri was due on Monday to meet 
former Defence Minister and veteran Mujahideen leader 
Ahmad Shah Masoud, who leads the president's troops and is 
believed to be the power that has enabled Mr. Rabbani to 
retain his post. The meeting was delayed after Mr. Mestiri fell 
ill. The mission was due to return to Pakistan on Tuesdav. 


Four killed in clashes in Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Police killed three suspected extremists in 
dashes Monday in Cairo and southern Egypt and a fourth died 
in an exchange of fire with armed civilians, police said. In both 
cases, police said the militants fired first but no casualties were 
reported among civilians or police officers. According to 
police, three extremists fired on villagers who spotted the 
radicals hiding in a field at A1 Ababda near Manfalout, 300 
kilometres south of Cairo. The villagers fired back and injured 
one of the radicals, who later died. Police then arrived and 
gave chase * killing the other two extremists in an exchange of 
fire, police said. In Cairo, one suspected extremist was shot 
dead and another arrested, police said. They said the two 
extremists started shooting because they suspected police were 
following them, and police returned fire. 


Disney president killed in crash 


hr I 


BURBANK, California (AP) — Frank Welts, the behind-the- 
scenes executive who helped propel the Walt Disney Co. to 
spectacular success with films such as “Pretty Woman," 
“Sister Act" and the animated “Aladdin.” is dead. He was 62. 
Wells, Disney's president and chief operating officer, was 
killed Sunday' when the helicopter he was riding crashed into a 
mountainside during a skiing expedition in central Nevada, 
said Elkoi County Sheriff Neil Harris. “There are no words to 
express my shock and sense of loss, said Michael Eisner, 
disney’s chief executive officer, said in a statement. “Frank 
Wells has been the purest definition of a “life force" I have 
ever known. His wisdom, his charm, his zest for experience 
and challenge, his naked and awesome intelligence, set him 
part and beyond. The world has lost a great human being. 


China jails Hong Kong reporter 


BEUING (R) — China, signalling its determination to keep 
control of information, has jailed a Hong Kong reporter for 12 
years and a clerk at the central bank for 15 years for spying and 
stealing financial secrets. A spokeswoman for the Beijing 
intermediate court said on Monday that Xi Yang, a China- 
born reporter for the Hong Kong daily Ming Pao. and Tian 
Ye, a clerk at the People's Bank of China, had both been 
found guilty last week. Mr. Xi was sentenced to 12 years in 
prison and an additional two years deprivation of political 
rights for “stealing and spying on state secrets." Mr. Tian was 
jailed for 15 years and had his political rights removed for a 
further three years for helping foreigners steal and spy, and for 
illegally providing information about state secrets. Mr. Xi 
would appeal against sentence but Mr. Tian would not, the 
spokeswoman said. ;r/ 


7 SLA men wounded in Hizbollah attack 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — A roadside bomb Monday wounded 
seven militiamen of the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) in an Israeli-controlled border strip, security sources 
said. At least three of the wounded was in critical condition at 
a Tel Aviv hospital after the 4 p.m. (1400 GMT) attack outride 
the village of Tallousa in the central sector of an Israeli- 
occupied “security zone," the sources sad. 


3 dead in Dutch plane crash 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Three people were killed and 13 
seriously hurt when a KLM Royal Dutch Airlines plane 
carrying 21 passengers and three crew crashed near Amster- 
dam's Schiphol airport on Monday, a KLM spokesman said. 
The twin Turbo-prop aircraft, flying from Schiphol to Cardiff 
in Wales on Cityhopper Flight KL 433, crashed about 3 p.m. 
(1300 GMT) as it tried to land after developing engine trouble 
over the North Sea shortly after take-off. The plane, a 
Swedish-built Saab 340B, came down dose to a motorway 
linking Amsterdam and the Hague. 


Iran renews support for Palestinian radicals 


DAMASUCS (R) — A senior Iranian offidal on Monday 
reiterated Iran's backing for a 10-member Palestinian alliance 
which has vowed to foil a pe-ce deal between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), Palestinian sources 
said. They said Hassan Rowhani. deputy speaker of Iran's 
parliament, made the pledge during talks with leaders of the 
alliance at the Iranian embassy in Damascus. “The meeting 
dealt with the mechanism needed to continue support for the 
Palestinian uprising and the 10-mcmber alliance,” one official 
said. “Rowhani affirmed Iran's continued support for the 
uprising in the Israeli-occupied territories and its rejection of 
the peace deals signed by the PLO and Israel." the official 
said. Mr. Rowhani. leading a parliamentary delegation, told 
reporters on arrival in Damascus on Sunday that he was 
carrying messages for Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad from 
Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah ASi Khamenei and Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. He gave no details. 


Iranian official hints at crackdown 


NICOSIA (API — Iran’s interior minister Monday warned of 
harsh punishment for anyone transgressing the country’s 
Islamic laws, auguring a renewed crackdown on dissent. 
Tehran Radio quoted Ali Mohammad Besharati as saying that 
the security forces would confront “social vice and the west's 
cultural onslaught." Mr. Besharati told a news confemce in 
Tehran that now more than ever “the security forces will carry 
■out their duties against violators of the laws and regulations, 
and will confront them severely." The government, facing a 
string of social and economic problems, has intensified 
security measures in recent months and Mr. Besharati has 
been given unprecedented powers to crackdown on oppo- 
nents. 
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HANOI (R) — The foreign affairs chief of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), Farouk Kaddoumi, arrived in 
Hanoi on Monday on an official visit to a long-time PLO 
supporter. Mr. Kaddoumi was due to hold talks with Viet- 
nam's Foreign Minister Ngyuen Manh Gam, who welcomed 
him upon his arrrival, and. meet President Le Due Anh and 
party chief Do Muoi on Tuesday. 


Texas executes man for 1986 slaying 


HUNTSVILLE, Texas (R) — A man convicted of kidnapping 
and murdering a Houston restaurant manager and raping the 
manager’s wife in 1986 was put to death early Monday by 
lethal injection after volunteering to be executed. Richard Les 
Beavers. 38, was pronounced dead at 12:25 a.m. CDT (1:29 
EDTl (0525 GMT), about eight minutes after state officials 
began the flow of lethal drugs into tubes attached to his arms 
inside a state prison about 130 kilometres north of Houston, 
state officials said- 


Wind change steers oil 
slick away from UAE 


DUBAI (R) — A change in 
wind direction is steering a 
massive oil slide from a tanker 
collision away from main 
fishing ports and scenic 
beaches on the Arabian Sea, 
anti-pollution crew said on 
Monday. 

An offidal m a company 
battling the 16.000-tonne spill 
that has already washed up on 
some beaches and affected 
marine life said die wind had 
changed course, pushing it ab- 
out three kilometres from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
fishing port of Diba. 

Skimmers were working 
around the dock to mop up the 
oil at sea since the two tankers 
collided on Wednesday, he 
said. 

“This is the worst in the 
region after the Gulf war," 
said Michael Sanos of Fair- 
deal. a Greek-owned company 
leading the operation. 

‘Tin six miles off Diba and 
the wind. Thank God, is blow- 
ing from the shore to the sea 
pushing the spill to the skim- 
mers. Weather is helping,” 
said Captain Yani Kaimenalos, 
operations manager at Fair- 
deal, from a ship off Diba. 

“1 have three skimmers with 
me, a storage vessel and three 
booms trying to contain the 
spill," be added. 

Although the scale of the 
latest spill is tiny compared 
with perhaps one million ton- 
nes that poured into the Gulf 
during the Gulf war, experts 
said that it was the largest in 
tire area to result from a tanker 
incident. 

Of the world’s major tanker 
accidents, the most recent in- 
clude the Braer which lost 
85,000 tonnes of crude oil 
when it ran aground off the 
Shetiands in 1993 and the Ex- 
xon Valdez which in 1989 spil- 
led 40,000 tonnes of oil into 
Alaskan waters. 

The Panamanian-flagged su- 
pertanker Seki, built in 1993, 
spilled the crude 16 kilometres 
off the UAE’s port of Fu- 
jairah, just outside the Gulf, 
after it collided with the UAE 


tanker Baynunah which was in 
ballast. 

During the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war both sides attacked oil 
tankers in the region and 
caused spills bat Mr. Sarros 
said the Seld accident was 
much larger. 

Skimmers and temporary 
storage vessels have so far col- 
lected around. 2,200 tonnes of 
crude from the sea in an opera- 
tion which is expected to take 
much longer than earlier anti- 
cipated. 

“The effects could have 
been far worse if it was not for 
relatively favourable weather 
to an extent so far, and the 
quick response, anti-pollution 
crew were at the scene of the 
accident within two hours," 
Mr. Sarros said. 

“God only knows how long 
it will take. It all depends on 

sea currents and the weather," 
said Capt. Kaimenakis. “At 
first we thought the spin was 
between 7.000 and 8,000 ton- 
nes. Now we know it is double 
that.” 

In Abu Dhabi, a cabinet 
meeting discussed the environ- 
mental disaster and agreed to 
allocate “immediate funds" to 
fight the spill, the Emirates 
News Agency said without giv- 
ing figures. 

Mr. Sarros said the oil has 
wished ashore affecting be- 
tween 20 and 25 kilometres of 
the UAE’s Arabian Sea coast- 
line, a popular holiday spot 
famous also for rich coral reefs 
and colourful marine life. ’ 

The UAE emirate of Fu- 
jairah has stud the oil slick had 
severely polluted several 
beaches and is threatening 
more than 40 kilometres of 
coastline. 

Officials say the disaster 
could have been much worse if 
the ofl spilled had been heavy, 
like much of the crude pro- 
duced in the Gulf. The cargo 
which is lapping the Arabian 
Sea beaches is of Iranian light 
crude ml originally destined for 
Japan. Hie 57,211-tonne 
Baynunah was ret urn ing home 
from Japan. 


Assad pays surprise visit 
for talks with Mubarak 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
Monday held talks with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak on the 
stalled peace negotiations be- 
tween Israel and frontline 
Arab countries. 

Mr. Mubarak received Mr. 
Assad at Cairo international 
airport, and the two leaders 
began talks after a welcoming 
ceremony at A1 Qubah pres- 
idential palace. Mr. Assad was 
accompanied by vice-president 
Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa. 

The government- owned 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) said the two presi- 
dents would discuss the Middle 
East peace process and bilater- 
al relations. It gave no details. 

The talks were apparently 
prompted by Syria's dissatis- 
faction with Egyptian support 
for Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
negotiations. 

Mr. Assad is unhappy about 
Cairo's support for a process- 
lie sees as a blow to coordina- 
tion between Arab countries 
negotiating with Israel, diplo- 
mats said. 

Mr. Assad's visit was not 
announced in advance and it 
was undear which side initi- 
ated it. 

“Syria feels the (Israel-PLO) 
deals have severely harmed 
Arabs because ... they satisfied 
Israeli demands at the expense 


of the Palestinians," said a 
diplomat in the region. 

“Syria also feels that .. the 
deals meant abandoning the 
badly needed coordination be- 
tween Arabs," be said. 

ftflifle some progress is being 
made on the Palestinian front, 
separate talks between Syria 
and Israel have made virtually 
no p rogress in 2-Vz years be- 
cause of disagreement over the 
Golan Heights 


Mr. Assad is said to be 
looking to Egypt to persuade 
the United States to put press- 
ure on Israel on the Golan. 

“Syria wants Egyptian 
efforts to have Washington ex- 
ert more pressure on Israel to 
force her to announce its readi- 
ness to withdraw fully from the 
Golan so progress can be made 
at the next round of talks due 
to resume in Washington at the 
end of this month," the Arab 
diplomat told Reuters. 

Mr. Assad last came to 
Egypt in September shortly af- 
ter the PLO signed the self- 
rule agreement with Israel, the 
PLO issue aside, relations be- 
tween Egypt and Syria are 
good. 


The Egyptian team in the 
talks with Syria included Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki, Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, Defence 
Minister Field Marshal 
Mohammad Tantawi and In- 
formation Minister Safwat A1 
Sharif. 


Teenager in last appeal 

on Singapore caning 


SINGAPORE (R) — An 
American teenager sentenced 
to caning and imprisonment in 
Singapore for vandalism will 
appeal to President Ong Teng 
Cheong for clemency this 
week, his lawyer said on Mon- 
day. 

Lawyer Dominic 
Nagulendran said Michael Pe- 
ter Fay’s stepfather and 
mother also plan to appeal to 
Ong for demency. citing their 
son's mental health. 

Caning was likely to be car- 
ried out within a few days if the 
president rejects the appeal, 
Nagulendran said. 

Fay. 18. was sentenced to six 
strokes of the cane, four 
months in jail and 3500 Singa- 
pore dollar (S2,000 for spray- 
painting cats. U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has called the sent- 
ence extreme but the U,S. 
government says it will not 
intervene. 

Chief Justice Yong Pung 
How rejected Fay’s appeal 
against the sentence on Thurs- 
day. saying the youth had com- 
mitted at least 16 acts of van- 


dalism over 10 days. 

Caning was criticised in a 
U.S. State Department 
human-rights report last year, 
but Singapore defends it as 
needed to stop the country 
from becoming crime-ridden 
like New York, 


According to government fi- 
gures, 12 Singaporeans and 
two foreigners aged 18 to 21 
have been caned for vandalism 
since 1989. Offenders are nor- 
mally permanently scarred. 


Fay’s father, George, told 
Reuters in the United States 
on Sunday he would seek to 
have the international commit- 
tee of the Red Cross attend his 
son’s caning to document what 
he called "a case of torture." 


A prisons department offi- 
dal said caning was carried out 
by a prison officer with a doc* 
tor and the prison superinten- 
dent present. He* declined 
comment on whether the gov- 
ernment would allow anyone 
else to be present. 



NO-ONE is SPARED: A 
struggles with an Israeli 
brother whom the 



nan following a stone-throwing 

her Jericho in the occupied West Bank (AFP photo) 


Tehran hits back at GCC over 
Gulf islands and Haj quotas 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
Monday denounced the Gulf 
Cooperation Council for back- 
ing the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Saudi Arabia in 
their respective disputes with 
Tehran over territory and pil- 
grimage quotas. 

An Iranian Foreign Ministry 
statement said a GCC state- 
ment issued Sunday in Riyadh 
supportin g the two Arab states 
would contributed only to “the 
creation of discord among 
Muslims.” 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted the Iranian 
statement as saying the three 
Gulf islands at the centre of its 
dispute with the UAE belong 
to Iran. 

“Repetition of groundless 
claims about the three islands 
belonging to the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran will not change 
anything." 

The statement accused the 
Sandi-led GCC of taking 
“another step towards guaran- 
teeing the interests of alien 
powers in the sensitive and 
strategic Persian Gulf." 

However, the statement wel- 
comed the GCCs call for talks 
to solve the dispute.- 

Iran laid claim' to the island 
of Abu Musa, strategically 
placed at the mouth of the 
Gulf, in September 1992, fol- 


lowing 20 years of joint control 
with the UAE. 

Iran seized the islands of 
Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb* 
from the UAE in 1971. 

The GCC closed a two-day 
meeting Sunday by saying it 
“renewed its firm stance in 
upholding and supporting the 
UAE and affirming its 
sovereignty on the three is- 
lands." 

Tehran Radio said that by 
condemning Iran the GCC had 
displayed its lack of impartial-, 
ity. and was therefore unfit to , 
solve any regional disputes. 

Until the GCC “is not im- 
partial on regional issues it 
cannot help in any kind of 
political efforts for a solution." 
the radio said. 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar. Bahrain, 
Oman and the UAE in a 12- 
year economic and security 
alliance that coordinates on 
foreign policy. 

The Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said Iran “urges Saudi 
officials to facilitate the per- 
formance of this important di- 
vine obligation instead of 
breaking pledges and creating 
obstacles for* Muslims wishing 
to go* to Haj." : '.:- 

The GCC foreign minsters 
bad voiced “full and absolute" 
support for Riyadh’s efforts to 


control the number of pilgrims 
during the annual Haj in May 
and condemned recent Iranian 
press attacks on the kingdom. 

Tehran says Riyadh wants to 
halve the number of Iranian 
pilgrims to about 60,000. in 
tine with a country quota 
agreed by Muslim countries in 
1988 to avoid congestion 
during renovation m Mecca 
and Medina- - - 

Iran has sent about 115,000 
pilgrims to Haj each year since 
*1991, when it resumed di- 
plomatic relations with Saudi 
Arabia and ended a three-year 
boycott of Haj after riots in 
Mecca in. 1987 in which 402 


people, mostly Iranians, were 
killed. 


Saudi officials say a larger 
number of Iranian pilgrims 
may have been allowed in the 
past three years to accommo- 
date banians who were unable 
to perform the pilgrimage dur- 
ing the boycott years but this 
exception was no longer neces- 
sary. 

statement. 


The Iranian 
however, said the Saudis were 
bound by the 1991 agreement 
on the number of pilgrims and 
the right of Iranians to hold - 
political rallies during Haj be-, 
cause it was made after the 
quotas were set. 


Rival claims shroud University 
of Jordan student elections 


By Sa’eda KHani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Islamists and 
nationalists at the University 
of Jordan are divided over 
the result of the last week’s 
students council elections. 
Islamists believe that the 
number of seats they 
obtained in ftfednesday’s 
elections amount to 64, but 
nationalists insist they woo 23 
and that the Islamists were 
only able to secure 57 seats of 
the coonril’s 80 seats. 

“Islamists were running on 
group lists in all of toe uni- 
versity’s faculties so there 
could not be any error in our 
calculations," one Islamist 
observer said. “The 64 Islam- 
ist dinners were nominated 
by the Islamic bloc to run for 
the elections and their names 
appeared on their lists." 

The observer asserted that 
toe nationalists, known as A1 
Watan Bloc, were spreading 
rumours shortly before toe 
elections that they have near- 
ly secured 40 seats in order to 
“make students believe that 
the Islamist bloc is regres- 
sing," he said. 

The nationalists, on the 
other band, believe that there 
has been more organisation 
this year than before pointing 
to toe increase in competition 
and their sweeping victory at 
the Faculty of Law, where 
they won toe five allotted 
seats. 

While Islamists claim to 
have won all of the 12 seats at 
the Faculty of Arts and Liter- 
ature, the nationalists insist 
that they secured two for 
themselves. Nationalists also 
claim to have won one out of 
toe 11 seats at toe Faculty of 
Education, one of the five 
seats at tlx: Faculty of Agri- 
culture and one of the rune 
seats at the Faculty of En- 
gineering while Islamists 
claim fall control of all three 
faculties. At toe Faculty of 
Business Administration, 
Islamists said they secured six 
ont of the 11 seats while 
nationalists said they control- 
led eight seats. 

And Mule nationalists 
insist on their analysis, they 
further hint that they retain a 
number of seats that win re- 
main * ‘undeclared." 

“What is hidden is still 


Islamists wini 
in Muta polls 


ISLAMISTS won 44 seats out 
of the 56 seats in die student 
council of Muta University in 
Sunday's elections, which co- 
vered six erntian faculties in 
addition to evening and high- 
er studies students, the Ara- 
bic daily A1 Rai said. 

A total of 115 candidates 
ran for the student body. 


more," one of them said. 

. The Islamists had com- 
pletely dismissed the 
rationalists' analysis and de- 
scribed it as “impossible." 
They said that toe A1 ’Watan 
Bloc that emerged last year 
as one unified bloc had failed 
completely. In last year’s 
election, the nationalists, 
known among students at the 
time as toe Nationalist Jorda- 
nian Coalition Bloc, were 
projected to win 40 seats, but 
captured three. The Islamists 
secured 71 seats. 

“It (toe nationalist trend) 
died completely,” one Islam- 
ist told the Jordan Tunes. 
“They ran as blocs in three 
different faculties and were 
not able to secure any seat.” 

The Islamist further ex- 
plained that after their “tot- 
al” failure in last year’s elec- 
tion, the nationalists changed 
their strategies this time and 
shifted to creating unified 
blocs under different names 
and different slogans like the 
Free Opinion Bloc, for exam- 
ple. 

"They even formed a 
nationalist bloc under an 
Islamist motto,” toe Islamis t 
said, pointing to the Islamic 
Reform Bloc which fielded 
candidates at the Faculty of 
Education. “But again, they 
completely failed.” 

“It is dear that they are not 
accepted as a political group 
since they (toe nationalist 
bloc) do not rely on any 
political or ideological plat- 
form,” the Islamist claimed. 
“They would back up any 
student for his tribal back- 
ground regardless of his affi- 
liation... sometimes, they 
would support an Islamist." 

’“The Islamists, on the 
other hand, have a dear and 


unified programme,’’ he 
added. “Their objectives are 
known to everyone and can 
be mainly reflected in their 
rejectionist stand vis-a-yis the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks and 
their pursuit of public free- 
doms.” 

In 1993, the Islamist- 
dominated students council 
organised demonstrations 
within the university’s cam- 
pus to protest the university 
administration’s way of deal- 
ing with toe council's repre- 
sentatives and the way in 
which they ignored their de- 
mands, mainly for an inde- 
pendent budget for the coun- 
cil. 

The Islamist source, 
however, agreed that there 
were fends among Islamists 
themselves, mostly between 
extremists and moderates. 
The extremists, he said, 
mostly women, had first 
appeared at the Faculty of 
Sharia. According to student 
sources, three female stu- 
dents belonging to this trend 
i n sis t ed on running for elec- 
tions this year. One at toe 
Faculty of Sharia withdrew 
after “enormous pressures” 
by he r colleagues (from the 
extremists trend) and by her 
parents. 

This year’s elections wit- 
nessed a decrease in the num- 
ber of female students who 
were able to make it to the 
council, falling from 15 in last 
year’s elections to 13 tins 
year, 11 of whom were Islam- 
ists. 

Independents, the Islam- 
irts and nationalists sought 
toe support of one of the two 
mam camps. Leftists were 
not able to score any tangible 
results in the three-year-old 
council’s life. 

Dran of students affairs at 
the Unrverahf of Jordan 
Mohammad Khreisat told the 
Jordan Tunes that he was 
happy with the outcome since 
mere was more student parti- 
cipation this year. He^aid 
there was a five per cent 
“wrease in turnout from 60 
per cent in 1993. The dean, 
who did not acknowledge 
that students ran in coaS- 
bons, however, said he noted 
an increasing competition 
students of diffe. 
rent affiliations... that is 
promising.’’ 
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Protester disrupts 
Clinton’s church 
service 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — An: 
AIDS protester shouting from, 
the balcony disrupted Easter 
Sunday church services, 
attended by President Bill. 
Clinton, his wife and daughter. 
Two Secret Service agents sit-, 
ting in a pew directly behind, 
the Clintons jumped to their, 
feet and shielded the couple 
after a man yelled, “save your, 
prayers for Bill Clinton". The 
disruption occurred about mid- 
way through the service at the 
Foundry United Methodist 
Church, breaking the silence 
immediately following a rcadj. 
mg from the New Testament? 
Mr. Clinton later said he was 
not bothered by the disruption. 
The same protester interrupted 
a Clinton speech in December," 
prompting the president to say 
then, “I’d rather that man be 
in here screaming at me than 
having given up altogether." 
The AIDS protester, whom 
the Secret Service identified as 
Luke Sissyfag, also shouted, 
“Where’s toe Manhattan Pro-, 
ject... for AIDS?" referring to 
Mr. Clinton's campaign prom- 
ise to mount a federal AIDS 
programme of that magnitude. 
“Bill Clinton lied." Mr. Sissy- 
fag, who was with another man 
who was not identified, was led 
out of the church by parishion- 
ers. Secret Service spokesman 
Dave Adams said Mr. Sissyfag 
agreed to go to the agency's 
offices for questioning and 
would not be detained. No. 
threats were made against toe 
president, Mr. Adams said. 
The disturbance lasted only 10 
to 15 seconds. Immediately' 
afterwards, the minister, the: 
Rev. J. Philip Wogaman, said", 
“let us pray for this young 
man,” and continued the ser- 
vice. The Orntous were spend- 
ing Easter in Washington, enj 
ding a 10 day vacation, most or 
which was spent in southern 
California. The president was 
heading off again Monday on a' 
five-day, six-state trip. 
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Hanoi reinforces 
ban on trade in 
wild animals 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam’s 
Forestry Ministry has rein- 
forced a ban on trading in toe 
country's threatened wildlife, 
reminding local authorities to^ 
clamp down on hunters, gov- 
ernment officials said. The new 
measure telling provincial offi- 
cials to implement the ban 
issued last year was necessary 
because Vietnam was about to 
join toe Convention for the 
International Trade in E n- 
dangered Species (CITES); 
they said. “Now that Vie tnam is 
formally to become a CITES 
member on April 20, we have 
to abide by its regulations... we 
plan to apply some stronger 
measures (to protect wildlife) 
in the period to come," one 
offidal said. He declined to 
give more details. The offidefl 
said the Forestry Ministry had 
recently required local author- 
ities to ban production and sale 
of wildlife meats and products 
such as skins, stuffed animals 
and ivory. The officials said 
that despite a government ban 
last year on killing and dealing 
in rare wild a nimals , illegal 
'trade in wildlife remained 
widespread. Experts say a 
range of wild animals £ 
threatened, including tigers 
elephants, leopards and sea 
turtles. Traders have long 
plundered the jungles for 
animals to sell as pets, for food 
or as ingredients in traditional 
medicines. Trade has boomed 
since the border with China 
was opened in 1989. Animal -«■ 
numbers were also depleted 
during virtually constant war- 
tore in Vietnam from the late 
1930s to the mid-1970s. 
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Miracle’ statue 
weeps tears 
of blood 
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VERONA, Italy (R) - An 
Italian faith healer has made 
toroself famous for Easter with 
ctouns that a statue of the 
vu-gm Mary in his garden cries 
of blood. A steady stream 
or the devout and the curious 
Sunday visited toe house of 
f^Sm-ato on the shores of 
Garda, northern Italy, 

«fP«t a call from 1 
forensic scientists from the 
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